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r R E F A C E.

To THE Impartial Rkadek;—I see and
observe, honest reader, tliat many books,
printed in Latin and also written German
books, are circulated and read, concerning

the incarnation of the Lord, which, in my
opinion, so slander onr repntuation, that

those who read or hear them read, shut

their noses and months at our approach;
therefore I feel myself compelled. First, to

reply to some accusations of John A'Lasco,
wi'ongfully preferred against me. Secondly,

to advance my confession and faith of

Christ Jesus, the Son of God; and. Thirdly,

to solve and criticise according to divine

truth, as far as the grace of God is given

me, his principal points with which he re-

futes our foundation and faith. This I do
not for my own sake, for I am well aware
thatmy truths, with him, are lies, and that I

Vi^ill remain, as did all the holy apostles and
prophets, the learned heretics and impos-

ters, even if Christ spake in and through

me, poor, ignorant creature, with the same
power as that with which he spake former-

ly through the apostles and prophets. But I

clo this from the pm*e love of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, and his holy word;

from love for my beloved brethren, and also,

from a heart inclined towards my oppo-

nents, that Christ Jesus the Son of the Al-

mighty and great God, may be made mani-

fest as a true Son of his heavenly Father;

that the Scriptures may remain unbroken;

and that the afflicted, hungering consciences,

which would gladly follow the right, may
see and know it and thus thank the Al-

mighty and eternal Father with cheerful

hearts, through his first and only begotten

Son, Christ Jesus; that, also, the God fear-

ing reader may know through whom he is

reconciled with his God; and that we es-

tablish ovir foundation not othe»ivise than

by the clear and positive Scriptures and in-

controvertible truth.

Behold, for this reason have I yet under-
taken this labor before my death. I, who
in my weakness, every day look for the dis-

solution of this earthly tabernacle with res-

ignation; that I may leave behind me a
sure testimony and memento, how honestly
or dishonestly, how highly or how tritiingly

,

how greatly or how insignificantly I have es-

teemed the Lord Jesus Christ, my only and
eternal Surety, Consolation, Refuge, Deliver-

er and Savior, during the period of my serv-

ice; for I am aware how we are upbraided
and slandered.

Therefore have I divided this book in

three parts. The first part is a reply to

some articles and accusations without re-

gard to the foundation of our actions of

which John A'Lasco accuses and blames
us, without any truth whatever.

The second part, is my confession of the

origin and descent of the fiesh of Chi'ist,

demonstrated according to the power of the

Scriptures.

The third part contains the principal ob-

jections, particularly of John A'Lasco to

our foundation, which are overwhelmingly
answered according to the word of God. I

have so divided it, that the reader may not

become confused, but may obtain a better

and more intelligent understanding and
sense of our writings.

I desire and pray all my readers, for the

sake of Jesus, whether they are learned or

unlearned, favorable or unfavorable, to read

my writings with an unprejudiced mind
and attentively and intelligently; to read

them frequently ; to compare them with tlie

Scriptures, and weigh them in the balance

of the Scriptures; I pray them to believe

the Scriptures, and not the long and many
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wi'itings, teachings and tlie colorings of

tlie learned; that they will examine the

foundation without bitterness, and believe

the sui-est truth, and follow it in the fear of

God, and give him due praise, as becomes
all reasonable people, according to tlie

christian name. I doubt not but that all

those who read them with due attention,

will soon lind that the foundation, doctrine

and faith of our opponents concerning

Christ, the Son of God, is deceiving and er-

roneous, and that our foundation is the

foiindation and testimony of the Holy
Scriptures; yea, that it is the power and the

truth.

I would further pray, that the reader do

not think hard of it if I call falsehood, lies;

and rebuke evil-doing. I trust, by the grace

of God, to do so without any bitter feeling,

and with as temperate words as possible;

and further, not to become impatient if I

sometimes repeat the same words and mat-

ter, when necessary; and also that at the

end, he will not judge me without consider-

ation and intelligence; and thus become
angry with me. For I do nothing more
than reasonable purging, according to the

truth; nothing more than prove my faith

and hope, to be in accordance with the

Scriptures, and uphold the honor and praise

of my Lord and Savior—something which I

am not only called to do verbally, and with

my pen, but also with my life-blood, if his

glory demand it.

May the beloved Lord, the faithful Son of

the true and living God, to whom be all

honor and praise, gi-ant all kind and dis-

creet readers a mind desirous to examine
diligently, and enlighten the intelligent

hearts to understand rightly. Amen.



A CLEAR,

INCONTROVERTIBLE CONFESSION, &C.

PART FIRST.

In tlie first place, Jolm A'Lasco -writes, "That I

have magnified his name so that I miglit, on account

of the correspondeuce I had with Iiim, obtain great-

er honor, more consideration and authority among
ours" (as lie calls them).

Answer. It is true that I called him the

noble and highly-learned, &c., in my con-

fession to him and the preachers; hnt I did

this for no other reason than simply to be
polite. I did not picture him in such hate-

ful colors as he did me; he calling me a
doctor or teacher of anabaptists. Nor have
I called him by such high names as he calls

himself—Polonife Baro. I have not sought

thi'ough his name what alas, he ascribes to

me. I know, thanks be to the Lord, with

holy Paid, that I can not be the servant of

Christ, if I seek to please men. Gal. 1: 10.

If I should become more honored in the

name of man, be it a king or emperor, than

in Christ, it would not be well with me in

the end. For if I seek mine own honor,

and not the honor of God, it will not be my
honor. But I hope to obtain honor which
will remain with me forever; men may
judge me as they will, they must confess

before their God, in the day of Christ. He
who has eyes like a flame of frre, knows
what I seek and do, my coming in and my
going out, my rising up and my sitting

down. K he knew nothing better of me than
that which I am judged by man, then I

might justly exclaim: Woe unto me, that I

was born.
In the second place, he writes, <'That I hare unjustly

attacked his reputation, and profixned their church

service."

Answer. I trust that nobody can truth-

fully shojv that I have said anything but
truth about John A'Lasco or his abettors

and followers. But if they feel hurt at the

tiTith, of which he thinks so hard, for this

they may blame the truth and not me. I am
willing to leave it to the judgment of all

reasonable people, whether I wrote justly

or unjustly, too much or too. little in regard
to his doctrine, sacraments, church service,

church or community, or that of the preach-

ers of his kind. If their doctrine and church
service is of God and his word, why are not
their unreasonable and reckless disciples

converted from their ungodly ways and
doings ? For, according to the contents of

the Scriptures, it is infallible that the doc-

trine and service which is of God, has her

power and influence, Isaiah C5. But it is

too evident from their fruits, that there is

nothing threshed from them but chaff. My
conscience tells me nothing but that I have
done them and their church justice; fori
have reproved them, with zeal, of the things

which all the prophets, apostles and faith-

ful witnesses of God have diligently done
before me, namely: I have reproved their

carnal, impenitent lives, as is manifest be-

fore all the world. If I have done wrong
in this regard, then I may justly accuse
Moses and the prophets together with Christ

and the apostles, of it, for they have earn-
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estly commanded me, unworthy creature,

and all God fearing preachers to do so, for

which -we, miserable creatures, have to suf-

fer so much in this wild, excited world. He
who has created me, knows that I liave

done so in sincere love to the conversion of

their poor souls.

In the third placo, he writes, " I have been obliged to

deliver our doctrine of your shinder, by authority of

the divine word, which doctrine you may garl)le among
your followers, by your crying, l)ut which you cannot

refute by authority of the Scripture.?, notwithstanding

your boasting that you do so."

Ansioer. If it can be called slander to

rebuke wrong, according to the Spirit and
woixl of God ? Then not only liave I slan-

dered, but also Isaiah, Jeremiah, and all

the prophets, and also Cbrist Jesus, togeth-

er with all bis apostles. I have rebuked
their cause according to the word of God;
and l)y the grace of God, shown them that

they are not tlie true messengers of God,
nor their church, the time one. But it will

be hard for John A'Lasco to show that our

doctrine, which is not ours, but Christ's

doctrine, is wrong, and also that our rebuke

according to the Scriptures, is slander; and
to jjrove before his God, who judges all

things aright, that his doctrine is right in

regard to the incarnation, the baptism of

infants, the calliiig of their preachers, their

separation and the unrestrained, reckless

life of his church, I fear that we will find

plenty of philosophy, invention and color-

ing, but little scriptural power, fotuidation,

and truth. Yea, kind reader, I am sure

that if the violence of the world was ever

withstood, as it doubtlessly should be, we
would soon find where the victory of the

Scriptures would stand.

In the fiiurth place he says, "If we prove our doctrine

by virtue of the divine word, then it will be manifest

that wc were innocently slandered ; and our innocence

will be made manifest."

Anstcer. If he has proven his doctrine

and sacraments to be right, by virtue of the

divine word, as he boastingly asserts, I will

acknowledge that I have unreasonably and
wrongfully reproved them in this regard.

But it is nothing biit consoling the poor
people with falsehood, and keeping them
on the broad way by fictitious promises.

Even if he could prove his doctrine and sac-

raments, which, however, he can not do, to

be in accordance with the Scriptures, then

his cause would still not be half way right;

for the doctrine and sacraments are useless

if the fruitful, active faith, and the pious,

unblamable life, are not there; for which
purpose the doctrine was promulgated, and
the sacraments ordained. And what kind
of life is generally led by their followers,

and also by the greater part of their preach-

ers themselves, I will leave to the .judgment

of those who can observe their daily actions

and wall<;, and who have an understanding
of the Holy Scriptures.

In the fifth place he says, "If you would have sent

your writings to us all, as you iiromised to do, we
might have answered you aloue ; but yoa have circu-

lated them first among your own, liefore sending them
to us."

Answer. I do not recollect that I have
promised them this; nor can I see why I

should have made such a promise, as I had
nothing to write but what was my proper
faith and foundation; which I desire not
only to testify by writing in secret, but also

with my life-blood, before the whole world,

if only the Lord strengthen and uphold me
by his grace.

But, as to his viriting that I should have
circulated it first amongst ourselves, I would
say, that he has said too much; for as soon
as I had withdrawn myself from them, I

went to a secret place, as I have had to do
these many years, for the sake of the testi-

mony of Christ and my conscience, and sim-

ply compiled my faith and foundation in

^vl'iting, and without any delay, after our

conversation, sent it to them. However,
out of respect, I handed it to M. H. G., he
being, at the time, Baliff or Burgomaster
(Mayor). The Great Lord is my witness

that this is the truth, and since it is a fact

as related, how could I have circulated it

among ours before it was sent to them, as

he accuses me of doing ; and, even if I had
done as he accuses me, were he and his fol-

lowers thereby wronged? Since it is not

alone my foundation, but the foundation

and faith of us all, as is known to many.

But his own reason convinced him that it

would seem unreasonable to tlie reader to

write such an infamous, bitter book, with-

out cause, and therefore he must pretend

somothpng, so that his writing against the
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mute Menno, who, on account of tlie great
tyrannjr, cannot answer before tlie world,

might seem reasonable. But whether it

will stand before the impartial Judgment-
seat of Christ, will be made manifest in his

declaration. May the beloved Lord not

reckon it as sin ; for I know that I am not

guilty.

In the sixth phice he writes, "Your followers were

the cause, that I must publicly treat with you, for they

have steadily circulated the report in West Friesland,

and also, in a great part of Holland, that you are at lib-

erty to teach your doctrine in our churches ; and that

we are certainly conquered, and have nothing where-

with to gainsay."

Answer. I never heard a word of this

until I read so in his writing; if some of us

have thus boasted, as he Avrites (which I

cannot believe), then it is evident that they

have not spoken the truth in that regard,

but falsehood; which falsehood is a shame-
ful thing, yea, it is of the devil, and de-

stroys the soul, John 8 : 45, 55.

If he has it from hearsay, it was not right

in him to listen to such partizans and liars,

and to publish it in a book, to the everlasting

remembrance of all the world, and the great

injury of his neighbors. But if he did it of

his own accord, and not from the persuasion

of others, which I do not presume he did,

then he dishonors his famous name and
ruins his soul. For lying, I say, is a shame-
ful thing, and will not lind a place in God's
city.

Again I say, I do not presume that he
wrote this of his own accord, but I imagine
that he was too desirous to listen to the

liar, too quick to hear, and too hasty to

write. Be this as it may, I know that, ac-

cording to christian reasonableness and
love, it does not apply to me; let him adorn
it as much as he can. The great Lord will

make manifest in due time what each one
of us seeks and pretends, yea, maintains,

teaches, does and defends.
In the seventh place lie accuses me and says, " That I

made light of two Latin syllogisms which he communi-
cated to me ; that I despised learning and the skill of

languages ; that I upbraided them as j^hilosoplicrs, and
passed myself for simply a theologian, whereby I catch

the unlearned an<l simple, and cause myself great con-

sideration. That, however, my want of excellence is no
meanness but rather ignorance. Yea, he has set me
forth in such colors that my remembrance, although,

alas, not much to my honor, will perhaps be with man
as long as the world endures."

55

Answer. The reason why he applies

these epithets to me, is, because I wrote to

;
him and his abettors thus : Let us not con-

trovert these things with subtle syllogisms,

nor with sharp, human cavilings, for we do
not profess them, but we contradict them
alone by the clear, convincing word which
cannot be garbled by eloquence, nor broken
by human invention. These are my words,

A. D. 1543, in my confession written to him
and his preachers. Let those of a pious

disposition judge now whether I deserve

such bitter treatment. But I am aware that

I did not earn this crown on account of

these words, just mentioned, but for the sake
of the poor, despised truth. Reader, do
not misunderstand me. Never in my life,

have I despised learning and skill in lan-

guages, but from my youth, honored and
loved them. Although, alas, I never ac-

quired them, yet (thanks be to God), I am
not so bereft of my senses, that I should

j

therefore despise or ridicule the knowledge
of languages through which the precious

word of divine grace came to our knowledge.

I wish that all pious minded persons pos-

sessed this knowledge, if we would but

humbly use it to the praise of our God, and
the service of our neighbors, in the pure
fear of God.

Is it not a shameful thing that they re-

gard truth so little, and continually try, al-

though unreservedly, to reflect such false-

hood upon me. Yea, dear reader, if I would
repay evil with evil, as the law of nature

teaches me, I would collect some false

hoods, some of which were spoken, and
some of which were written against me, of

which neither he, nor any other man, can

ever convict me. Whether this can be called

just and right, I will leave to the judgment
of all impartial, reasonable minds.

Would to God that he and all our oppo-

nents, would not act differently with me,

than I do with them, for I trust they do not

desire my blood, or at least the greater part

of them. I rebuke and admonish them of

all the short-comings which I see, as love

for them requires, although they think hard
of that. But that I should ^vrite falsehoods

against them, from this may the Lord save

me. For I am well aware from which im-

pure fountain falsehood flows, and what
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will be the end of it. I am also aware that

it is not the seed from wliich we shall beget

God's children, and gatlier nnto Christ a
chiu-ch. I wonld have them do the same
(and not diflerentlj^), if I should, human-
like, fail in some things; that they Avould

admonish and reprove me according to the

truth; that they would uphold their truth

(if they had anj^, which, alas, they have
not), by force of the Scriptures; and that

they would let the seed of the serpent use

his falsehood, and the seed of Cain his vio-

lence. Gen. 3: 4.

But as to my ignorance, of which he so

bitterly accuses me, I am not ashamed to

acknowledge before all the world, that I

am not only ignorant, but altogether un-
learned, and very little versed in the lan-

guages. Yea, dear reader, I freely admit,

as did Soci'ates, that I only know one thing,

as regards human skill and wisdom, and
j

that is, that I know nothing. But as re- i

gards heavenly wisdom, I am so far taught ^

of God, through the grace of the Lord, that
j

I sincerely confess that my Redeemer and
Savior, Christ Jesus, is the only and first

begotten Son of God; that whosoever be-

lieveth in him hath everlasting life; that he
that believeth not is condemned; that a liar

is of the devil; that "whosoever hatetli his

brother is a mm-derer;" that unless ye re-

pent, ye shall all perish; that "the wages
of sin is death," John 3: 8; 1 John 3: 15;

Luke 13: 5; Rom. 6: 23. And from this

unregarded wisdom Ceternal praise be to

the Lord), I have obtained so much fear in

my poor soul, that my earthly, carnal mind
is converted into a better; and that I am so

Sony that I cannot walk in Christ Jesus,

with all my strength, according to the will

of God, and be a sincere, unblamable chris-

tian: that I cannot bring the whole world
from its obdm-ate, ungodly state, into a
new, repentant, christian life, with the Spirit,

power, and word of tlie Lord. For this is

my only joy and ardent desire, that we
may rightly preach Christ Jesus, according
to his h(dy word; tliat we may seek, fear,

love and serve his Iwly name. Yea, that

we may become the city of the living God,
the glorious kingdom, to his honor, and the
temple of his Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. G: 16.

And this same wisdom which prodiices

such power and fruit, I esteem as being the
most worthy of all wisdom imaginable;
even if taught and restored by an unlearned
cart-driver or coal -carrier—yea, it is the
only joy and desire of my afflicted heart;

the only amelioration of my misery; and
will be to the end, by the grace of God, the

glorious ornament and crown of my honor.
Of this noble, highly learned wisdom and
philosophy read in Solomon's proverbs,

also Sirach and the Book of AVisdom, and
you will find which is its proper virtue,

work and power.

Behold, reader, for the sake of this philo-

sophic sweetness, honor, virtue, fruit, love

and beauty, which I have not learned of

famous doctors nor in high schools, and for

the sake of filling my soul with its living

power, I have rather chosen to be the igno-

rant and unlearned fool of the world, that

I may be found wise before my God, than
to be one of the most famous of the world,

and at last be found a fool before the wise
God. And this is my short answer and
excuse to his charges and bitter upbraidings.

I say again, that in the simplicity of my
heart I wrote the words " sulitile syllogism,"

and "sharp cavilings," without, at all, de-

spising science, and that I did not mean
thereby to despise or curtail any one. I

praise science when justly used to the glorj"

of God. But above all I praise the humble,

virtuous science and wisdom which is from
above, for it will never perish, but in glori-

ous honor remain with all the pious, into

eternal life.

This, now, is the first part of this book,

and I would have preferred to remain silent

upon these things, if they had not been

published to embitter some, to hinder tlie

word, and to the affliction of the God fear-

ing. But as it is, circumstances have ren-

dered it necessary for me to do so. Maj^

the beloved Lord grant us his grace. Amen.

i



OUR CONFESSION.

PART SECOND.

The reason wliy we do not admit the

foundation, doctrine and faith of the learn-

ed, in regard to the incarnation of the Lord,

but refute it with the Scriptures and truth,

is this : Because we clearly see and palpa-

bly feel that they deprive us entirely of

Christ, the Son of God, and point us to an
earthly, sinful creature, and a man of the

impure and sinful flesh of Adam; because

theii- doctrine and pretensions are quite in-

consistent with the ordinance of God, and
also with natiu'e, the Scriptures and the prop-

erties of the names, father, mother and son,

and because so many inconsistencies must
necessarily be included in Christ, as hered-

itary sin, condemnation, curse and death;

because he would be half man, if the wo-
man, according to their confession, contrib-

uted as much to the fruit as does the man

;

because there would be two persons— one
divine and one human, which they call two
natm'es or two parts; because there would
be two sons— one the Son of God without
mother, and not subject to pain; the other

Mary's son without a father, and subject to

sulfering.

Again, because that if God. shall be call-

ed a Father of the man, Christ, he must be
a creating and not a begetting Father of his

Son, and Christ must not be a born, but a
created Son of his Father; becairse lie would
be the oifspring of Adam and his seed, not
thi'ough the word by which all must stand,

but through his own tiesh, which was subject

to condemnation and death, with which the

word clothes him, and in whom (while on
earth), it has lived, and because of other

gross inconsistencies. Therefore I have
deemed it necessary, before I proceed with

the confutation and dissection of the contro-
versy, to propose to the reader our faith

and confession of Christ the Son of God, ac-

cording to the wholesome, genuine Script-

ures, that he may tind and understand that
the Lord Jesus Christ is not an unclean, di-

vided Christ of two persons and sons—but
an undivided, pure Christ, an only person,
yea, God's first begotten and only Son.
Let him who is of an understanding mind,
and who fears God, read and judge.
In the lii'st place I advance the ordinance

ofGod, Gen. 1 : 38 ; 9 : 1, to which John A'Lasco
himself refers me, namely, "Be fruitful and
multiply,"' and prove from this same ordi-

nance that the production of man is brought
about from the seed of man, through the

woman, 1 Cor. 11 : 11, as will be enlarged
upon hereafter.

To establish this assertion I would lii-st re-

fer to the conception of Sarah, when the Lord
spake unto Abraham, saying, I will bless

thy wife Sarah, and she shall bear thee a
son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac,

Gen. 17 : 19. To understand these words
rightly and also Gen. 1, the reader should
observe that Sarah, as she herself said, was
old and it ceased to be with her after the
manner of women. Gen. IS : 11. Neverthe-
less,through faith, she conceived and brought
forth unto Abraham a son in her old age.

This blessing of Sarah, according to my
humble understanding, was that she was
made fruitful by the power of God, accord-

ing to the promise through the faith of
Abraham. Behold, thus Isaac was conceiv-

ed by Sarah of the seed of his father, and a
son was born unto Abraham, accorcling to

the ordinance of God, Gen. 1: 28; 21: 2.
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To tliis add tlie proverbs of Pliilon, or

rather of the wise Solomon, which reads

thus: "I myself also am a mortal man, like

to all, and the offspring of him that was
hrst made of the earth,"' &c., AVisdom 7:1.

Again, the Lord said unto Jacob, "Be
fruitful and multiply ; a nation, and a com-

pany of nations shall be of thee; and kings

shall come out of thy loins," Gen. 85: 11.

Again, Levi was yet in the loins of his

father when Melchisedec met Abraham,
Heb. 7: 10. Other clear proofs might also

be added.

I now leave the philosophers to philoso-

phize, and the students of nature to argue as

much as they please over this matter. God's

ordinance, the example of Abraham and
Sarah, and the abundant testimony of the

Scriptures are sufficient proof for me on this

point.

Again, I advance the words of the holy

angel Gabriel, when he told Mary that she

should conceive and bring forth a son. " Then
said Mary unto the angel. How shall this

be, seeing I know not a man? And the an-

gel answered and said unto her. The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; there-

fore also that holy thing which shall be

born of thee shall be called the Sou of God,"

Luke 1 : 34, 35. Behold, here is the testi-

mony of a true messenger, that God the

Father is a true Father of our Lord, Christ.

I think that God's own angel has here re-

proved the falsehood of those who say that

the crucified Christ Jesus has had no father.

Since we find from God's own ordinance

and from so many sayings of the Script-

ures, that a tnie child takes its origin from

the seed of the father according to God's

ordinance, as has been related; and since

we are so clearly instructed all through the

Scriptures that God the Father is the true

Father of his Son, Jesus Christ; therefore

we say that we believe and confess, that the

eternal AVord of God, which is also called

the seed, in the Scriptures, came down from

heaven, through the overshadowing of the

divine power, descended into Mary and mi-

raculously became, above all human under-

standing, through the working of the Holy
Ghost, a ti-ue, palpable, passive and mor-

tal but imperishable man, according to

the imnuitable will and gi'acious promise
of the Almighty and heavenly Father; as

John, both in his gospel and epistles clear-

ly testifies. A man, I say, like unto us in

all things except sin. Not, my reader that

he came from the unclean seed and flesh of

Adam, and was, through the power of God,
preserved from sin, as the learned assert,

without the word of God, for that which
never knew sin is the seed and origin of his

flesh, as John says, "The word was made
flesh," John 1 : 14. Besides examine the pas-

sages of the Scriptures which testify that

Jesus Christ is God's first born and only be-

gotten Son, and you will find how grossly

they err who dare say the man Christ has no
father, as they do.

Again of Mary, the Lord's mother, we
believe and confess that the Almighty, eter-

nal God and Father graciously prepared
her virgin body, as he also did that of the

aged Sarah, by the power of his Holy
Spirit, to receive his precious, eternal Word,
through faith, according to the promise of

the angel, and that this same word became
man; and thus human-like, as Isaac, was
nourished and fed on natural food, as a
natural fruit, to the certain testimony that

he was a true man and no phantasm;
in due time, he was born into the world,

an undivided and true Son of God and
]\Iary, as a natural child of its father and
mother, the carnah's intercursus alone

excepted, as the Scriptures testify, Luke
8: 10; 1: 27; John 1: 14; 1 John 1: 2; Heb.
2:14; Phil. 2: 7.

And behold, with such understanding
we believe and confess that he is the seed

of the woman, of the seed of Abraham and
David, who was given of God the Father

I

unto the whole world, through particular

; favor and grace, for salvation and deliver-

\

ance, as the highest surety and certain tes-

timony of his divine love, t7irouf)li, faith, ac-

cording to the sure word of his promise;

and that the above mentioned virgin, ordain-
' ed of God, conceived, as above stated, the

Savior of the whole world, in Nazareth, ac-

cording to the word of the angel, and was
delivered of him at Bethlehem, according to

the word of the prophets, Luke 1 : 31

;

Micah 5: 2.

Faithful reader, observe that Matthew
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and Luke sliow that Mary was made frnit-

ful through the Holy Sjiirit of God, yet

they do not particularly point out his gene-

alogy, Mic. 5; Luke 1: 31. In the mean-
time some sectarians arose in the church,

as Cerinthus and Ebion, who, according to

history, have instituted gross deceptions.

Finally, John, at the prayer of the bish-

ops of Asia, has WTitten a clear account of

the origin of Christ, the Son of God, and
that not alone of his eternal divinity, as

the learned say, but also of his holy hu-

manity, as may be clearly noticed on all

sides, in his writings. And he has, in clear

and pointed words, wiitten and incontro-

vertibly shown, who and what he has been

from eternity, saying, " The word was made
tlesh." He says not; The word was made
a man of our, or Mary's flesh, and has in-

stalled itself therein, as our opponents say.

Besides he shows us whence he came, what
he has taught, and what example he left

us; what we have received through him,

and where he again went to, &c. Whoso-
ever, now, rightly believes the testimony of

John, of Christ, the Son of God, has life

everlasting through his name, John 1 : 14.

But he who does not believe it, and rejects

it, is not of God, and has neither Father

nor Son, but is an anti-christ and deceiver;

and this is our humble and plain confession

of Christ, God's Son, as has been heard, 2

John 7, 8, 9.

As I now enlai'ge upon our doctrine, faith

and confession, the reader should know
that the Scriptures show on every hand
that God, the Almighty Father has created

all things through his Word, Jn. 1 : 1; Ps.

33 : 6; that he rules all things, anduj^holds

and maintains all things thereby. Col. 1 : 16,

and as it is manifest that Adam was created

by this same Word, and tliat he, through

his xlisobedience was condemned, by the

justice of God, to damnation and death,

together with all his descendants ; and that

he of himself and through himself, could

not be restored ar/ain, he being, together

with all his seed, corruj)ted in nature, and
condemned by the justice of God; therefore

the eternal love of God, if Adam and his

seed were not to remain eternally ciirsed,

had to restore Adam and his descendants,

by the same Word tlu-ough which he created

him, from his deadly fall, condemnation
and curse, that to him alone be the honor,

and that through his AVord and Son, Christ

Jesus, his inexpressibly great love and
gi-ace be eternally praised. For if the res-

toration had been brought about by any
other means than the word, we might rea-

sonably give thanks and praise thereto.

Behold, with this, our confession, founda-
tion and faith, the whole Scriptures accord,

as, by the gi-ace of God, you will clearly

see from the quoted Scriptures.

Thus speaks John, " In the beginning was
the AVord, and the Word was with God and
the AVord was God," "And the AVord was
made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we be-

held his glory, the glory as of the only be-

gotten of the Father), full of grace and truth,"

John 1: 1, 14. This testimony we believe to

be true; we therefore leave it unbroken,
that the whole Christ remain, the Son of
God; for we see with open eyes that it ac-

cords, and agi-ees, as far as regards this

subject, with all the Scriptures.

AVe truly believe and doubt not the least,

that the Holy Spirit, which seeks to lead
us into all truth, did not mean otherwise than
he here spoke through this faithful, plain

flsherman, John. For if the beloved mes-
senger of the holy peace had not meant it,

as he here writes, his writing Avould not
have pacifled the churches, which, at that

time, were very much troubled about this

matter; but it would have still more es-

tranged them than before, and would have
pointed us, poor descendants to an obscure

and uncertain foundation. Oh no ! His tes-

timony is true and plain; and will remain
so in eternity. The word has become flesh.

This, our confession, is also authorised

by the Lord himself, saying, "I am the

living bread which came down from heaven;
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live

forever; and the bread that I will give is

my flesh, which I will give for the life of the

world," John 6: 51.

Faithful reader, mark the word of your
Lord. Christ says, that his flesh came from
heaven, and the learned say tliat it descend-

ed from Adam's flesh. Here they are di-

rectly opposite. AVhat now will the God-
fearing mind do ? If he hold to the testi-

mony and word of Christ, then he |must be
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the deceiver and heretic of the learned.

But if he hokl to tlie testimony and word,

then he makes Christ a liar. Since we sure-

ly know that Christ and the learned are so

antagonistic, and since we know to a cer-

tainty, that Christ is the undeceiving truth,

and that all men are liars, therefore we
must not turn from truth to falsehood, but

from falsehood to tiiith. Whatsoever the

judgment of man may be, God's word will

remain forever, Ps. 116: 11; Rom. 3: 4;

Isaiah 4U: 8; 1 Peter 1: 25.

Perhaps ovu- opponents will here seek an
excuse and say, Christ speaks of his more
honorable part, for his divinity is from heav-

en, and has taken Adam's flesh. I answer:

Let them read and believe the word and tes-

timony of Christ, and they will find that

they explain it according to their own in-

clination, and not according to the sense

and truth of Christ; for thus he speaks, "I
am the living bread which came down from
heaven." Mark, he says, ^^ Came dovonfrom
lieamn^'' "and the bread that I will give, is

my flesh." Mark again, He does not say.

It is my dimnity, but "my flesh, which I

will give for the life of the world."

I think that Christ himself, has here suf-

ficiently explained his words, and therefore

we do not need the exi^lanation and gar-

bling of the learned. For Christ and John
could not have expressed themselves more
plainly, in regard to the descending of his

lioly flesh, than they did in the two men-

tioned Scriptures. Therefore let every one

beware how he garbles. For whosoever

falsifies these clear, fundamental evidences,

does not falsify the word of a human being

but the word of God. Neither does he re-

ject us, but the Son of God, together with

his Holy Spirit, and the exalted apostle

John, who have left them behind, and taught

them in such clear and plain words.

Christ still further declares tliis our con-

fession, saying, "And now, O Father, glo-

rify thou me with thine own self, with the

glory which I had with thee before the world

was," John 17: 5.

I think this also is clear evidence that

Chi'ist humbled himself, and that he, for

our sake, abdicated for a time his divine

dominion, right and glory. For, although

he was Justice and eternal Blessedness, he

did not refuse to become a sacrifice for sin,

and a curse for us, Phil. 2: 7; 1 Cor. 1: 29;

Gal. 3: 13; 2 Cor. 5: 19.

Yea, kind reader, if he had remained in

his first estate, impassive and unclianged,

as John A'Lasco and his followers assert;

and if he had just surrounded himself with

a strange tabernacle of Mary's flesh, then

he would not have lost that which he again
desired from his Father, while he would
have remained, not humbled, but unchanged
in his first estate.

But now it is manifest that the eternal,

indescribable and inexpressibly glorious

word, which from eternity has been with

and in the Father in eternal glory and
clearness, but in an illegible manner, has in

due time left his glory, for a season, for our

service, and become a poor, despised, mor-
tal man, and has died a bitter death for us.

And thus he again desired his first glory,

which he had with his Father before the

world began, and which he had, for

a time left, for our sakes. This Scripture

is too clear to be obscured by acuteness.

Therefore believe the word of your Lord,

trust in truth and you will not be deceived.

This our confession also accords with

holy Paul, for he says, "Now that he as-

cended, what is it but that he also descend-

ed first into the lower parts of the earth?

He that descended is the same also that

ascended up far above all lieavens, that he

might fill all things," Eph. 4: 9, 10.

By the side of this plain saying of Paul
place also the word and testimony of Christ,

whicli he himself testifies in regard to liis

descension. For he says, "No man hath

ascended up to heaven, but he that came
down from heaven, even the Son of man
which is in heaven," John 3: 13.

Ponder diligently xipon these words of

Paul. For if he spoke these words alone

in regard to his divinity, and not of liis hu-

manity, how would it then accord with tlie

testimony of Christ, just mentioned, who
says, "No man has ascended iip to heaven,

but he that came down from heaven, even

the Son of man which is in heaven."

My reader, remember, Christ here calls

himself the son of man, and says, " That he

came down from heaven." The son of

Mary, whom the learned say is of her flesh,
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did not come down from heaven, but must
be of the flesh of Adam, if the foimdation

of the learned were right. Oil no. But the

word came doion froon heaven., is become
flesh or man, in the lower parts of the earth,

and afterward ascended up far above all

heavens where he tirst was.

Inasmuch then, as Christ not only speaks
in this Scripture passage of his divinity, but

also of his humanity (since he says The
son of man), therefore it is manifest that the

man Christ is not originally from earth,

but from heaven, for according to his eter-

nal divinity, if that should have been left

thus unchanged, as the learned say, he can-

not be called the son of man. Again, ac-

cording to liis humanity, he could not be
in heaven at the time he spoke these words,

if he was of Mary's flesh and not of heaven.

Therefore we must accept these Scriptures

as regarding the whole Christ, that is, both
! of his divinity and humanity. From which
it forcibly follows that the whole Christ

Jesus, God and man, man and God, is from
heaven and not of earth, as also John testi-

fies at another place, and says, "He that

Cometh from above is above all; he that is

of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the

earth ; he that cometh from heaven is above
all," John 3:31. Again, Christ says, "I
came forth from the Father, and am come
into the world; again, I leave the world and
go to the Father," John 16: 28.

From these it follows (if we will accept

the testimony of Christ, John the baptist

and Paul, as true) that the Word came down
from heaven, became flesh in Mary, dwelt

among man, fulfilled the Scriptures, again
ascended and sat down at the right hand
of his Father, and is adored by all the

angels of God. Mark, reader, how the one
Scripture exactly fits the other, and how
exactly Christ, John and Paul agi-ee. Sure

and immutable stands the testimony, that

the Word is liecome flesh.

Paul still further explains our confession,

and says, "The first man is of the earth,

earthy; the second man is the Lord from
heaven. As is the earth}^, sxich are they

also that are earthy; and, as is the heaven-

ly, such are they also that are heavenly," 1

Cor. 15: 47. Reader obsei-ve. Although
Paul properly speaks of the resurrection of

the dead, and of its future clearness, yet he
testifies by this same Scriptm-e, the coming
again, and the difference between the first

and the second Adam, when he says, "The
first man is of the earth, earthy; the second
man is the Lord from heaven." For, as the

first man, Adam, is called earthy on ac-

count of his being of the earth; so, also,

the second man, Christ, is called heavenly
because he is from heaven.

If any one should contradict this and
say, That Christ here is called heavenly on
account of his divinity, you should know
that Paul rebukes them with these signifi-

cant words: The second man, he says "The
second man is the Lord from heaven." I

cannot see how the great witness could ex-

press himself more plainl3^ And since he
is, then, such a heavenly Being, and, be-

sides, since he is again glorified of God his

heavenly Father, with his eternal glory

which he had l^efore the beginning of the

world, with God, therefore the holy apostle

also calls all his true members, after the

resurrection, heavenly. Not that they are

from heaven, as Christ is from heaven, but
because, by grace, through the power of

God, in the resurrection, they will partake
of the heavenly glory and of the nature of

the angels, as Christ says, "The glory

which thou gavest me, I have given them"
(his disciples), John 17: 22.

Again, Paul says, "Our conversation is

in heaven; from whence also we look for

the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who
shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body, ac-

cording to the working, whereby he is able

even to subdue all things unto himself,"

Phil. 3: 20, 21. Read also what Christ say s

of sirch, Luke 20; 1 John 3.

For this reason Paul calls them heavenly
and says, "As we have borne the image of
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of

the heavenly," "For this corruptible inust

put on incorruption and this mortal must
put on immortality;" " Then shall the right-

eous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father " and as the stars of heaven
in brightness forever; yea, when we shall

be like unto the Lord, and shall sew him
face to face, as he is, 1 Cor. IH: 49; Matt.
13:43; 1 Cor. 13: 13.
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Again, at another place tlie Scriptures

saj" of Christ, I am the First and the Last,

and the livini;- One, and I was dead, and
behold, I live from eternity to eternity

Rer. 1:8; Isa. 41:4; 44: G. In this

instance the Holy Spirit brings forward an-

other indissoluble testimony, at which all

sharp dispnters and famous masters of this

world are made ashamed. If they want to

pervert this clear and plain Scripture ac-

cording to their own notion, by their deceit-
]

fnl reasoning, as they do the Scriptures of

John 1 : 14, and all the Scriptures, then tht-y

should know that we do not follow and be-
i

lieve the sophistry of man, but the word of

the Lord. If they leave it undisturbed,

then their cause is already lost, for the Holj^

Spirit testifies that the First and the Last,
;

and the living One, died.

That Mary's Hesh was not the first and
the last all intelligent persons must admit. '

If then the man Christ had been of Mary's
Hesh, as the learned say it is, which neither

is nor can be the first and last, and if it had
thus died, then the Spirit of God, which is

the Spirit of truth, would not have spoken
rightly. Tea, neither Christ himself, who '

says, "I am the First and Last," was dead,

and behold I am alive.

I would further say, That if the man
Christ Jesus was a natural offspring of

Mary, and if tlie eternal Word only lived
|

therein, as our opponents say it did, and if

;

this same man died, and the AVord remained
unchanged, then Mary's flesh must be the

First and Last; this is too plain to be de-

nied.

Since it is evident that Mary's flesh nei-

'

ther is nor can be the First and Last, as
,

has been heard, and since it is true, accord-

ing to the testimony of the Holy Spirit, that

the First and Last has died, therefore I con-

clude therefrom that the explanation of om-

opponents, by which they point us to

Mary's flesh, is deceitful and false, and that

the learned are badly mistaken when they

say that the Son of God remained unchang-

ed, and that the son of Mary died. I say

again, the word stands immutable, "The
Word is become flesh."

Again, with this our confession, founda-

tion and belief, all the prophets who have
spoken of Christ, the Son of God, through

the Holy Spirit, agree. Micah says, "But
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet of

thee shall he come forth unto me that is to

be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting," Micah
5: 2. Observe, Isaiah saj's, "Behold a vir-

gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall

call his name Immanuel," which signifies

God with us, Is. 7: 14; Matt. 1: 23.

He further says, "Unto us a child is born,

unto us a son is given, and the government
shall l)e upon his shoulders, and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace," Isa. 9: 6.

At another place he says, " Say unto the

cities of Judah, Behold your God." Again,
Jeremiah says, "Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David
a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign

and prosper, and shall execiite judgment
and justice in the earth. In his days Judah
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safe-

ly ; and this is his name whereby he shall

be called. The Loed Our Righteousness,"
Jer. 23:5, 6.

My reader, observe, Since the descension

of this Prince has thus been from eternity,

as has been related, and his name is called,

by the Spirit of the Lord, Immanuel, The
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, Our
Righteousness, &c. ; and since the prophets
describe him with such significant words,
as also the apostles, whence, who, and
wnat he is; therefore I conclude therefrom

that the man, Christ Jesus, is not of un-

clean, sinful flesh, biit of the imspotted, pure
seed and word of God, his Father, as John
says, "The word is become flesh." This,

then, is our proper faith and confession of

Christ, the Son of God, namely: That we
are all created in Adam our father through
the ineffable word, and that we, in the same
Adam, have become of a sinful nature and
subject to death; that we also, by means of

this eternal, ineffable word, and not by
means of the sinful flesh of Adam, are gra-

ciously accepted of God and mercifully

called unto life everlasting, as Christ says,

that " God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Ijegotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not iierisli, but liave
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everlasting life," Ps. 33 ; 6; Rom. 5 : 13; 1

Cor. 15:3; Jolin3:16.

All Scriptures force us tliat we dare not

divide Christ, the Son of God, after the pre-

tensions of the learned; but to confess him
as being entirely the true Son of the true

and living God. The angel testified of Christ,

the Son of Mary, saying, "That holy thing

whicli shall be born of thee, shall be called

the Son of God," Luke 1 : 35.

Again, the Father testified, "This is my
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased,"

Matt. 17:5; Luke 9: 35.

Again, John the Baptist says, "He that

sent me to baptize with water, the same
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see

the Spirit descending and remaining on
him, the same is he which baptizeth with

the Holy Ghost; and I saw it and bare rec-

ord that this is the Son of God," John 1 : 33.

Again, "Nathaniel saith unto him, Rabbi,

thou art the Son of God. thou art the King
of Israel," John 1 : 49.

Again, when Jesus asked his disciples,

"Whom say ye that I am? Peter answered

and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of

the living God," Matt. 16: 15, 10.

Again, Martha said, "I believe that thou

art the Chi-ist, the Son of God, which shoxild

come into the world," John 11: 27.

Again, the disciples, together with the

others said. Verily, thou art the Son of

God.
Again, Christ said to the blind man,

"Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He
answered and said, \\nio is he. Lord, that I

might believe on him; and Jesus said unto

him. Thou hast both seen him and it is he

that talketh with thee," John 9: 37.

Again, when the centurion, saw that

he so cried out, and gave up the Ghost, he

said, " Tnily, this man was the Son of God,"

Mark 15: 39.

Again, Saul was with the disciples at

Damascus, and preached Christ in the syn-

agogues, that he is the Son of God, Acts

9 : 20.

Again, John says, "We have seen and do

testify that the Father sent the Son to be
the Savior of the world. Whosoever shall

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God," 1 John
4: 9. Besides many other clear passages.

56

Inasmuch as the Scriptures so abundant-

ly testify that also the man Chi'ist is the

Son of God, therefore it is manifest that M.
M. and those of his mind, do fearfully err

when they say, "The man Christ was not the

Son of God ; he had no Father ; but there are

two sons in Christ—the one the Son of God
without mother, and impassive—and the

other the son ofmankind, or the son of Mary
without father, and he passive," &c. I think

this may be called rejecting the Son of God,
in the face of all these plain Scriptures, and
pointing us to a divided Christ, yea, to an

unclean, sinful fiesh and creature, guilty of

death, whom the Scriptures never knew and
still less taught. detestihilem hlasphemi-

am (O detestable blasphemy).

All who can be convinced rightly to be-

lieve that the word did not take unto itself

a man of Mary's flesh, but that, according

to the testimony of John, it is become flesh,

have a true understanding of Christ. They
will not argue ^(;r Synecdoclwn, de parte ad,

iotwm, neque de tola ad partem. They will

not point to the worthiest part in Christ,

nor to the communication or communion of

the names ; neither will they unite two per-

sons and sons in one person and son, as

oiu- opponents do, but they will leave the

Scriptures ungarbled in their place, and ac-

knowledge with John the Baptist, John
1: 15; with Matthew IC: IG; with Martha,

John 11 : 27; and Avith the whole Scriptures,

that Christ Jesus is God's first-begotten and
only Son; an only and undivided Christ,

God and man, man and God, an only per-

son and Son, who, in his flesh, has fulfilled

the handwriting of the law for us, as we
could not, in our flesh, on account of our

weakness; and is, at last, judged and con-

demned, as an innocent, spotless Lamb, to

die on the cross for our sins and guilt.

Behold, this is our foundation, faith and
confession of the most holy incarnation of

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God and
Mary; on account of which, alas, we are so

much upbraided by our opponents, and

have to pass for deceivers and heretics;

and that for the reason, I say, because

we teach and testify with the Scriptures that

the Lord, Christ Jesus, is God's own and

true Son, as has been heard.

Well, since it is so with tliem they must
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run their course; we cannot prevent it until

they are met by the angel of tlie Lord, and
rebuked by the ass, Num. 22; 2 Peter 2.

They had, however, better beware, lest they
stumble too hard on the Rock of offense,

Isaiah 8: 14; Rom. 9: 33. The time to give

an account will soon arrive. As for me, I

care not how they judge me.
I trust to find my consolation in the Lord

who has taken me by the right hand, and
who knows all my desires, intentions and

doings. He will execute oui' cause to his
honor; for he knows that we do not desire
to seek our praise, but his own. Therefore he
will protect his own honor. It might doubt-
lessly happen that through their A\Titing

and slandering against us, and through
their manifestly erring doctrine, in regard
to Christ the Son of God, it might be made
manifest to some that they are doubly what
they would like to make us. May the great
God grant them grace. Amen.

THE CONFUTATION.

PART THIRD.

Before I proceed to the confutation of

the arguments of our opponents, I would
first faithfully admonish the kind reader

that he do not mistake the shining clearness

of the eternal God-liead, through his high-

soaring genius, and not have the audacity

to undertake to fathom this ineffable pro-

fundity—lest he, when he thinks that he has

fathomed it, at once dazzle his eyes and
suddenly fall down the precipice. For it is

manifest that many smart and acute genii

have been mistaken and made fools of

themselves by their high-soaring intellect.

The Tritheists held and taught that there

were three Gods.

Alius divided the second as being the

least of the first substances.

Macedonius said that the third being,

namely: The Holy Ghost, was no God;
but a servant of God and the Son.

^tius and Eunomius taught that the

Father, Son and Holy Ghost were different

things or beings.

The Origenists held that the Son could

not see the Father, and the Holy Ghost
could not see the Son.

Maximinus feared that the Father was a
part of God, and each person was one-third

of the trinity.

The Metangismonites said that the second

person was in the first, as a small vessel in

a larger.

The Allogians said that John uttered a
falsehood when he said that God was the

Word; because they could not comprehend
the mystery of the Word.
The Monarchians as also the Praxeans

and Victorians said that the Almighty
Father was Jesus Christ, and that he had
placed himself at his right hand.
The Sabellians made the person and the

names of Christ and of the Father, one;

and are called Patripassians; for they be-

lieved that the Father had suffered. Be-

hold thus, those save Avho undertake to

search things incomprehensible, and who
want to soarhigher than the Scriptures teach.

Again Erasmus Roterod says, The Word
was God. It was Almighty, out of the Al-

mighty, with the Father, not brought forth

for that time, but for all time. Thus proceed-

ing from the paternal heart, and never

leaving it. He fui'ther says. That the Father

has begotten unto himself, the Son like unto

himself in every respect, from eternity, to

eternity. Again he says in suo eccUsiaste,

Christ is the word of God, Almighty, which,

without beginning and without end, ever

comes forth from the heart of the Father.

Martin Luther says, The word is that
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wliicli God speaks in himself, and wliicli re-

mains in him and is never separated from

him. We do not controvert the testimony of

Erasmns and of Lnther ; bnt we cited them
for the reason that it might be observed

what diversity of opinion exists.

Philip Mel. says, The word is begotten

in thonght, and is called the image of God,
for that which is thought is the image of

the thing thought of. Say, beloved read-

er, who dare build his conscience upon such

foundation and reasoning ?

Again, some councils resolved that there

were three persons in the Trinity ,that is,three

real substances, and these same were Hom-
».?//, that is, ofthe same nature (co-essential)

;

both of these, namely, the persons and
their natures have been suspected.

Behold, thus they follow their own opin-

ions and inclinations, build upon vapor and
wind, look at each other, and not at the

word of the Lord, confuse the simple minds
who are not versed in the Scriptures, pro-

claim their opinions and not the word; and
whoever cannot agree with and follow them,

is called a deceiver and heretic, by them;
therefore I pray you, for Jesus' sake, not

to climb higher in this ineffable Majesty
than you have steps, and not to search far-

ther than the word of the Lord has taught,

while many a piercing eye has been, and is

j-et daily dazzled by this adulation. For
you can understand as little of the unspeak-

able beauty and conception, how, and in

what manner it was brought about fi'om

eternity, as you can form an idea of the in-

describable Father himself.

Therefore let not the opinion and liattery

of the learned be the foundation upon which
you build your faith; but let the undeceiv-

ing, plain word of God and the testimony

of holy John be a sure foundation whereon
to build your faith.

He says, "In the beginning was the

Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God," "All things were made
by him ; and witliout him was not any thing

made that was made," John 1: 1, 8.

This same Word, which was from the be-

ginning and which, in the coiirse of time
became flesh, is called by Paul the Son,

Christ Jesus, and the first begotten of all

creatiu'es. Col. 1: 15.

Yea, dear reader, if the learned had left

unbroken the testimony of John which he
spoke of his eternal divinity; and if they
had inclined their intellects to the word of
God, there would never have been such dark
confusion in the world, in regard to Christ,

the Son of God.
Therefore I advise you in faithful love,

take heed and beware; for the testimony of
John is too clear to be obscured by flattery,

and too strong to be broken by philosophy.
Whosoever would rather drink the precious,
clear wine of divine truth, than the impure
waters of human adulation, let him hold to

the word of the Lord, and let him abandon
the unscriptural, destructive explanations,
garblings, opinions and ideas of the learned.

This is sufficient of the eternal and inefla-

ble divinity of Chi'ist. Now, by the grace of

God, we will proceed, and maintain by the

power of the Scriptures, that those abomina-
bly err, who say. The word is not become
flesh, but it has taken unto itself our flesh

or a man of our flesh, as will be briefly and
clearly shown in the following

:

In the flrst place John A' Lasco writes, and says,

"Divine justice requires that that which wo broke,

through our flesh, included in Adam's loins, should be
punished in the same flesh. Or, as some say, that the

nature which inflicted sin, should be punished for sucli

sin, and that that which incurred death should also de-

stroy it."

Answer. Since he and his followers would
uphold their cause with the justice of God,
and pretend to say that the inflicter and in-

stitutor should suffer punishment, tlien they
should, by right, not use the words "our
flesh and nature," but "Adam and Eve," in

their wiitings (for they were the first inflict-

ers and institutors), and not the flesh and
nature of their descendants, as may be
openly seen, Gen. 3: 6.

The nature of man was first created pure
and good; but was corrupted through
Adam's disobedience. And as he was thus

corrupted in his nature, so all his children

were born corrupted; nevertheless, the chil-

dren were not the infiicters and institutors,

but Adam and Eve were. If the justice of

God, then, requires the punishment of the

inflicter and institutor, it would be but
right, according to justice that not any of

the children should be punished; for they
were not the fii'st that disobeyed; biitAdam
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and Eve slioiilcl receive the pimisliment, for

they were the tii'st that transgressed.

O, no, Adam and all his seed conld not

be justified, through the weakness of his

flesh. They were guilty above measure,

and had not a penny wherewth to pay, but

it was liquidated for Christ's sake, who,

through his eternal love and merry (as

Adam and his conld not be justified in

themselves), appearing in the shape and
form of sinful man, fulfilled the justice of

the Father, and tore to pieces the hand-

writing of the law, and has effaced and paid

for all that which Adam had inliicted and

broken by his transgression, by the sacri-

fice of his precious blood, Rom. 8: 3; Eph.

2: 15.

Since they point to the justice of God, I

deem it necessary to treat on this a little

further, that the intelligent readermay learn

that this assertion of theirs is quite power-

less, nay, in every respect without founda-

tion in the Scripture.

It is manifest, kind reader, that Adam and

Eve, together with their descendants tempt-

ed by the serpent, fell into condemnation

and death, by the justice of God, Gen. 3:6;

and that nothing can be born of them but

that which is condemned and guilty of

death, Rom. 5: 12; 1 Cor. 15.

Since Adam and all his seed, on accomit

of his disobedience, became condemned and

guilty of death by the eternal justice of God;

and if the Lord Christ, according to his

holy humanity, were a natural fruit of the

fiesh of Adam, as they pretend, then the man
Chi'ist must be again condemned and guilty

of death, on account of his human birth.

This is too clear to admit of denial, or else

our opponents must take back their own
argument, and acknowledge that God's

justice is not eternal.

O, no,, the flesh of Christ is holy, pure,

spotless, knows no sin, makes pious and
saves, is a true bread of souls, as is the

word, which, in the latter days, according

to the intention and purpose of the Father,

became a true, passive man, for the salva-

tion and eternal deliverance of all; and who
died an innocent death for us.

It avails in no manner that they say that

ilary was blessed, and that her fruit was
saved from sin by the power of God. We

confess that Mary was blessed, and that

the fruit was without sin ; but we deny that

Mary was without sin in consequence of the

blessing; for Paul says, "The Scripture

hath concluded all under sin, that the prom-
ise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given

to them that believe," Gal. 3: 23.

Again, if the man Christ were a flesh of

Mary's flesh, then Mary would have been

blessed tkroiTgh her own flesh; and Adam
would have been reconciled through his

own flesh; the justice of God would have

been broken, and oiu' condemnation, curse

and death be dissolved and requited through

flesh, condemned, cursed and guilty of

death.

O, no, the Scriptiu-e teaches plainly that

we have all become sinners in Adam, and
that we have all, tlu'ough sin, fallen under

the judgment, wrath, and condemnation of

God, and become subject unto death,

Rom. 5:6; 1 Cor. 15:22. And of Cluist

it testifies that he is the Lamb with-

out spot; that he has not known sin, and
in his mouth no guile is found. Inasmuch
then as it is manifest that the Scriptm-e en-

tirely concludes Adam and his descendants

in sin, and entirely absolves Christ, there-

fore the discreet and right minded reader

may conclude therefrom, that the holy man,
Christ Jesus, is not of the unclean flesh of

Adam, but that he is the holy and pure
word of God, John 1 ; and that this saying

of the learned, that the justice of God re-

quires, &c., is not the sure testimony and
word of God, but merely human flattery

and fiction.

Oh, I wish that om- opponents would once

ponder what the justice of God, in this re-

spect, requires according to the Scripture.

I trust they would henceforth not hold so

strongly to their foundation as they have
hitherto done; neither would they say that

if any one does not accept their doctrine he
sins against the Holy Ghost; or at least

think that they might be mistaken.

In the second place he intimates that wo should un-

derstand the conception of Mary, of which Matthew
and Luke speak, as far as regards the mother, as is nat-

urally duo her, according to the ordinance of God,

Gen. 1.

Answer. It is surprising to me that a

man as learned as he is, reasons so indis-
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creetly, and dares ascribe the conception of

Mary to nature, while it is clearly shown
all through the Scriptures that the concep-

tion of Mary was brought about by super-

natural causes, a particular miracle of the

Most High, and a glorious sign of the Lord
our God; as Isaiah says, "Therefore the

Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold,

a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name immanuel," Isaiah 7: 14;

Matt. 1:23; Luke 1: 31.

Again, Matthew writes concerning the

conception of Mary, thus, "When as his

mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, be-

fore they came together, she was found with
child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph, her

husband, being a just man, and not willing

to make her a public example, was minded
to put her away privily; but while he

thought on these things, behold, the angel

of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream,

saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not

to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that

which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son,

and thou shalt call his name Jesus ; for he
shall save his people from their sins," Matt.

1:18—21.
Again the angel said to Mary, "Thou

shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth

a son, and shalt call his name Jesus; he
shall be great, and shaU be called the Son
of the Highest; and the Lord God shall

give unto him the throne of his father David

;

and he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be

no end. Then said Mary unto the angel.

How shall this be, seeing I know not a

man? And the angel answered and said

unto her. The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall

overshadow thee; therefore also that holy

thing which shall be born of thee shall be

called the Son of God," Luke 1 : 31—35.

From all these it is very evident that the

conception of ;Mary was supernatm-al and a

sign and muacle of the Lord; therefore it

is all to no purpose that the learned philos-

ophize it as ])eing caused by natiue, for

it is irrelevant to the matter.

And if the conception of Mary were as-

cribed, in part, to nature, in the face of

these clear Scriptures, then, still it is ap-

parent from the ordinance of God and of

nature, that the material, or origin of the

child is of the Father and not of the mother,
as has been sufficiently explained above in

the confession, and also in my writing
against Gellius Faber. Therefore these in-

novations are nothing but philosophy and
human genius, without Scripture, and not
worthy of an answer; but I have briefly

criticised them, and pray you not to despise
my references; but let a trial be given be-

fore the accusation, lest you mistake your-
selves, as Sirach says.
They further advance that the Scripture speaks of

tlie Savior being promised of the seed of woman, of

Abraham and the fruits of the loins of David.

Answer. In the tu'st place I say that he
who deduces from these Scriptures that the

man Christ was flesh of a woman, nay, the

natural seed of Abraham and David, who
all descended from the unclean flesh of

Adam, must also add the unrighteousness,

cm'se and sin of Adam.
H they should assert that he was free

from the unrighteousness, curse and sin of

Adam, I again answer: That he was not of

the natural seed of Adam; for the seed of

Adam was unclean, sinful and accm'sed—
therefore nothing but unclean, sinfid and
accm'sed flesh could be begotten therefrom;

or else the unclean must beget the clean,

the sinful the holy, and the accui'sed the

blessed; and therefore the hereditary nn-

cleanness, cuise and condemnation be
changed. This is too plain to be contro-

verted.

Yea, reader, if the incarnation of the Lord
was, as our opponents say it was, then it

would be manifest that Clirist Jesus was
not so pure in his incarnation as was Adam
in the first creation. For if it is asserted,

as is true, that Christ was conceived in the

virgin Maiy, then Adam had no other fa-

ther on earth but God—wherefore he is also

called a Son of God, by Luke. Yet, Adam
would, nevertheless have been created of

purer nature, and of God; but Christ, if he
was of the unclean seed of Adam, must be
of less clean nature, that is, of an imclean,

I

human and earthly seed. This is too clear

I

to be controverted.

In the second j)lace I say, If the man
j

Christ were a ^at^ral fruit and seed of the
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impure, sinful flesh of Adam, then he would
also be guilty, through the eternal justice

of God, of the judgment and death. And
if he was guilty, how could he redeem
and liqiiidate ours ? Or else we must admit
that God's justice was ended; and that the

sinful had taken away and atoned for the

sinful; the condemned for condemnation,

and he that was giiilty of death had taken

away death.

O, no. No Tinclean animal was permit-

ted to be offered as an otfering of reconcili-

ation in Israel; but it must be without

blemish. And if the symbolic had to be
entirely clean and without blemish, how-

much more so should be the true one, where-

by the eternal reconciliation is brought

about—and whereby all symbolic offerings

are fulfilled and finished, Heb. 9: 10; Ex-
odus 12: 5; Deut. 15: 21; Mai. 1: 8.

In the third place I would say. He who
asserts that the man Christ is a natiu'al

fruit and seed of Adam, Abraham, David
and of woman, also asserts thereby that

there are two persons in Christ, two sons;

the father is no true father, the mother no
true mother, and the son no true son, as

has been said before.

In the fourth place I say. If the man
Christ was of the flesh and blood of Mary,
then it is manifest that he was not God's

Son, but a created creature, since he would
not be begotten of the Father, but of the

flesh and blood of Mary, according to nat-

ure, as has been sufnciently shown.

In the fifth place I say. If the man Christ,

were of the flesh and blood of Mary, as they

pretend, then it is very evident that the

birth of man, according to tlie ordinance of

God, can not be without father and mother;

and also that a child does not proceed

fi'om the mother, but of the father; and if

the man Christ came without a father, from
the body of the mother, against the ordi-

nance of God, then a new creation miast

have taken place in Mary, which creation

coTild not have occurred without the Word.
If such a creation did occur, then it is mani-

fest that the one half or part of Christ must
be created by the other; Mary's son by
God's Son; and that the two, namely, the

Creator and the creature, thus became one

person and Son. Dear reader, observe what
abominations they advance.

In the sixth place I say, As all men have
both father and mother, and as each has
his generation—the father and the mother
—so, also, had Christ Jesus both father and
mother. His Father was an incomprehensi-
ble Spirit from eternity, and will remain so

to eternity ; therefore he could have no gen-

ealogy on the side of the Father; hxxt the

mother,who was the true daughter ofAdam,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, conceived him
in her virgin womb through the Holy Ghost,

by his Father's word; and she begat a true

man in diie time. Her genealogy was
counted in the Scriptm-e; for when he be-

came incarnate in a human being, he must
have a genealogy, of which he was born.

And this is the word which Paul speaks,

Born of the seed of David according to the

flesh, Gen. 22: 18; Ps. 132: 11; Rom. 1:3;

9:5; Acts 13: 23. Not that there were two
sons in Christ, the one without father, and
the other without mother; one the Sou of

God, and the other the son of man, as oiu-

opponents pretend. But he who was God's
Son also was the son of man; and he who
was the son of man, was also the Son of

God. Not two, but an only and undivided

Son, as the ordinance of God, and the whole
Scriptures teach and imply.

If you cannot understand this, then mark
this parable: Charles the Fifth is a son of

Austria; he is also a son of Spain; not that

he is, therefore, one of two sons—but he is

an only and undivided son. On the side

of the father he is a son of Austria, and on
the side of the mother he is a son of Spain.

Thus also, is Christ Jesus a Son of God
and a son of man; the Son of God on the

side of his Father, and the son of man on
the side of his mother. Not one of two sons

—but an only and undivided Son. The Son
of God and of Mary, as has been shown.

Again, if you are yd in doubt about the

fiuit of the loins of David, I would first re-

fer you to my "Confession," which I wrote

to John A'Lasco and his preachers, A. D.

1543, thereby admonishing you, to observe

how the throne and the Kingdom of David,

were promised to Christ, by Isaiah and the

angel Gabriel; which was, however, not

literally fulfilled in Christ, but in Solomon,
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who was a figure and symbol of Cluist, as
were also Isaac, Moses, Aaron, Joshua and
Joseph.

Since the whole Scriptures teach us that

his kingdom and throne are not literal but
spiritual, therefore we must, in the same
manner, judge the fruit and the king who
shall sit upon the throne and reign; or else

the one word must be understood literally,

and the other spiritually. This is too plain

to be controverted.

Secondly, observe what Christ asked of

the Pharisees in regard to Christ the Son of

David, and how he answered them. Matt.

22:42.

Thirdly, observe that if the man Christ

were a natural fruit of the loins of David,
all the insolvable, gross inconsistencies

would be included in him, which we have
partly pointed out above, and upon which
we will enlarge if God permits.

Fourthly, observe that all the properties

of God are alike perfect in him. And there-

fore his perfect, eternal love and justice

require it, as Christ says, "God so loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perisli, but have everlasting life." Yea,
says John, therein God's love appeared
that he sent his only begotten Son into the

world, that we, through him might live;

for as he adjudged Adam and all his seed

unto death, by his eternal justice, on ac-

count of his disobedience, so, also, has he,

on account of the obedience of Christ, by
his eternal love, promised life to all who
believe in him ; for as his righteous punish-

ment of the sins of Adam's descendants

who reject Christ, lasts forever, thus also

his paternal love to forgive sin through

Christ, lasts forever to all those who believe

in Christ, and accept and obey the word of

his grace, John 3: 16.

Ill the third place, I find that it is said that my foun-

dation is, tliat Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost.

Ansioer. It is very unreasonable that I

am ever blamed of things of which I am not

guilty. In my iirst "Confession" I have
plainly and clearly shown in Latin letters

that I do not believe that Christ was con-

ceived in Mary of the Holy Ghost, but

through the Holy Ghost. Yet I must hear

that I teach that Christ was begotten of the

Holy Ghost.

O, dear Lord, how lamentably I am slan-

dered ! What else do they against me than
the Scribes did unto Jeremiah, when they
counseled about him, and said: Come, and
let us devise devices against him, and not
regard his reasoning, Jer. 18: 18. Yea, I

think that I am born to turn my ear to the

slanderer, and my back to the scourger.

Nevertheless, I hope, by the grace of the

Lord, that the time will come when some of

them will yet awaken and acknowledge, in

all humility, with penitent hearts that they
have not despised me, but the word of God,
and that they have scorned his Spirit.

In the fourth place he intimates "That I teach that the

Word changes itself into human flesh and blood in the

womb of the virgin."

Answer. I presume that it will never be
proven by virtue of the truth that I have
ever, at any place, said or written so; nev-

ertheless they dare say and write so of us.

I have spoken thereof as the high apostle

has taught me, that the "Word became
flesh." That testimony I leave unbroken ; and
leave it to theIncomprehensible, to him, who,
through his omnipotent power so arranged
it for the salvation of us all, how much, and
what was changed. Tet, I would, in my
simplicity, add (if they explain the testi-

mony of John to which I alluded in un-

changed letters, and conclude therefrom:

Menno teaches, with John, that the "Word
became flesh," therefore his foundation

must be that it was changed into flesh, &c.),

that they should kiiow that cliange does

not always take away the first nature of

the substances of which something is

wrought.

Adam was a man created of the earth

;

he was a man of the earth, and re-

mained of earth, as the Lord said, "Dust
thou art and unto dust shalt thou return,"

Gen. 3:19.

Again, in the resurrection of the dead, all

those who have again returned to earth,

shall, through the power of God, be

resurrected from the earth. It is manifest

that at first we were earth, afterward we be-

came flesh of the earth, again we became
earth of the flesh, and lastly we became
flesh of the earth, out of the first flesh, but
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in glory and bitgbtnesa, aa tlie Scriptures

testify; and. thus the first substance, al-

though changed, of which the thing changed

was wrought, remains, as has been heard.

Reader, understand me rightly. I do not

present this parable for the purpose of as-

serting that the Word was changed into

Mesh and blood, the same as the earth of

which Adam was made was changed into

human flesh, but I have presented it for the

purpose of showing to the reader that, al-

though if the Word was changed in being

incarnated, it yet remained the word, John
1: 14; 8: 23; 1 John 1: 2; Rev. 19: 13.

Ill the fifth place he writes, " The Lord Christ was a

Spirit from the beginning, undiangcable, holy and eter-

nal. If he, then, -vTiis Spirit and unchangeable, how,

then, has he changed his substance or his being, and

become flesh."

Ansioer. If I understand him aright, in

Letter E, page five, he says. That he has not

yet rightly comprehended my meaning of

the phrase "factum est,'''' i. e. become. If,

now, he has not rightly comprehended me,

then I cannot see why he should blame me
of such doctrine, unless he cannot under-

stand the testimony of John in any other

way, notwithstanding his flattery and cor-

ruption; as I have merely testified to the

same thing literally and unchanged.

Inasmuch as they verbally and in writing

blame me of believing in such change, from

the testimony of John (although they never

heard such doctrine from my lips, nor read

it in my writings), therefore I would pray

the reader, for Christ's sake, not to blame

me of any thing in regard to the change of

the eternal Word than of what I hereby

confess and explain in plain words: I be

lieve and confess that there is an Almighty,

eternal and incomprehensible God, Father,

Word, and Holy Ghost, who has lived in

eternal glory and shall live so forever. And
that this same Almighty, eternal Father, be-

fore all creatures, yea, from the beginning

and from eternity, begets of himself this his

Almighty, eternal Word, in a divine and

thereforeincomprehensiblemanner; andthat

this, his Almighty, eternal Spirit proceeds or

flows from him through the Word or Son

;

but I do not comprehend it.

I also believe and confess in the same
manner, that this Almighty, eternal Father,

tlnough his Almighty, eternal Word,
which is the Son, has, in the power of his

Almighty, eternal Spirit, created heaven
and earth with their fullness, and that he,

thereby, forever preserves and maintains

all things created therein and thereby, but

I do not comprehend it.

I further believe and confess that all hu-

man nature (at the sound of the last trump),

through the power of the Almighty and
everlasting God, shall again arise from the

earth with a glorified body; and that the

children of God, who, here on earth, have
walked before him in a firm faith and in

meekness, shall receive the gloriotts, prom-
ised kingdom of honor, at the hands of the

Lord—that, on the other hand, those who
have rejected the Lord and his word shall

be eternally tonnented with unquenchable,

everlasting fire, with the devil and his an-

gels, under the fearful, unbearable judg-

ment of the Almighty and gi'eat God; but

I do not comprehend it.

Faithful reader, observe, that although

I do not comprehend the Almighty, only

and eternal God in his eternal, divine being,

in the dominion of his glory, in the creation

and preservation of his creatures, in the re-

ward of both the good and the evil, and
in many of his works, yet I do truly believe

it, and for this reason: Because the Scrip-

ture teaches so; in like manner I can not

comprehend how, or in what manner the in-

comprehensible, eternal Word became flesh

or man in Mary; nevertheless I do tnily be-

lieve that he became man, because the Scrip-

ture teaches so. I know that it is a work
that was done by the Lord, and is a mira-

cle before our eyes. Nay, it is such a work
that intellect cannot fathom, nor accuteness

comprehend. Truly it is said. Who shall

tell of his birth?

Inasmuch as I clearly find that it is an
exalted and incomprehensible miracle of

the Almighty and gi-eat God which the Al-

mighty, eternal Father, through the omnip-

otence of the power of the Holy Ghost, has

wi'ought in Mary; and inasmuch as I know
how very perilous and solicitous it is for

one to search into the incompreliensible

profundity and divine mystery with one's

foolish earthly understanding; and to gar-

ble the plain testimonies of tlielloly Ghost,
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by deceitfulneps and human smartness:
Therefore it is that I dare not believe, nor
teach more nor less of the holy incarnation

than the holy prophets of the Lord, Christ

Jesus, and also John, Peter and Paul, teach

me on every hand in the Scriptiues, with

such incontrovertibly clear testimonies ; all of

which are surer and wiser witnesses to me
than all the learned who have been, are, or

shall ever be on earth; although, I repeat

it, I cannot comprehend the ineflable mys-
tery, with my dull, earthly understanding.

Sirach says, Inquire not into the things

which j'-ou cannot bear ; and that which is

too great or too exalted for you do not

search.

Again, as to the saying of Malaclii, "For I am the

Lord, I change not," Mai. 3 : 6, and to the question of

.John A'Lasco, "If He is eternal how could He die?"

Answer. Malachi does not here speak
of God's substance or being, but of his in-

tention, counsel, resolution and will. From
which I confess that God's intention, coun-

sel, will, purpose, promise and love are

eternal and unchangeable and must come
to pass as he will and has resolved upon
in his wisdom.
Inasmuch as it is manifest that the Al-

mighty, eternal and unchangeable Father
rules, and does all things according to his

eternal, unchangeable intention, counsel,

will and purpose, and as he had, through
his eternal, unchangeable love, provided

his eternal holy Word, or Son, that he, ac-

.cording to his firm and unchangeable inten-

tion, should become the Paschal lamb, as

Peter says. Therefore this must happen
that the Word, in due time, became flesh,

although we cannot comprehend it; for it

was the gracious intention, counsel, resolu-

tion, providence and will of his Almighty
and everlasting Word which will forever

stand firm, and which, according to the pro-

phetic word, can never be changed, as has
l^een heard.

Behold, honorable reader, this is my re-

ply to the three questions : If he is a Spirit

how could he become flesh ? Is he God, how
could he change ? and if he is Eternal how
could he die? as I, before my God, believe

and confess. I trust', by the grace of God,
to remain firmly therein unto death.

I have not counseled with nature and my
57

intellect in this respect, but with the word
of the Lord, which is the true light

to my feet, which shows me in plain words
that the conqueror, the promised seed of

woman from the loins of Abraham, Isaac,

Jacob, Judah and of David, born according
to the flesh, who is the Blessing, Messiah,
Christ, King and Savior of all the world, is

not of unclean, sinful flesh, but of the pure
seed of his heavenly Father; the word of

God conceived of the Holy Ghost, in the

virgin Mary, and in her became flesh, as

John says. Christ himself also says that

he is from above, that he is the bread from
heaven, and that he went forth from the

Father, John 16. And Paul says that he is

the Lord of heaven; descended from aliove;

that he is the Alpha and Omega; our Im-
manuel, 1 Cor. 15; Eph. 4: 10; Rev. 1:8;
Isa. 7: 14. And, besides, as I plainly see

that our opponents dare not advance these

and such plain Scriptures, but garble them
by their intellect with many exceptions and
flatterings; therefore I repeat it, that I turn

away from intellect and nature, bind my
faith and conscience to the word of the

Lord, and truly and firmly believe and
trust, that this great miracle of God was
thus produced in Mary ; although I cannot
comprehend it.

Behold, kind reader, whosoever testifies

or writes any thing else of me, in regard to

the change of the eternal Word, but that

which I hereby confess, is a liar and does
not testify to the truth. The testimony to

which I refer is fu'm and binding: "The
word is become flesh." But how far it was
changed he knows who in his eternal love

has so arranged it for the salvation and
everlasting deliverance of us all, through
his Omnipotence. Praise be to God forev-

er. Amen.
Here I will perhaps be asked, if then, the

Father is not of divine nature ? and whence
has Christ derived his humanity ? To this I

answer: From whence came the abundance
of water which flowed from the hard rock ?

The rock was no water nor watery sub-

stance. Was it not produced by the om-
nipotence of God, to whom nothing is im-

possible, above all human understanding
and comprehension ?

Again, how did a virgin conceive other-
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wise than tlirongh the power of God, and
the operation of tlie Holy Spirit, above the

comprehension of all philosophers? Nay,
above the comprehension of Mary herself,

for she said, "How shall this be, seeing I

know not a man? and the angel answered
and said nnto her. The Holy Ghost shall

come upon thee, and the power of the High-
est shall overshadow thee; therefore also

that holy thing which shall be born of thee

shall be called the Son of God." He does
not say, that holy thing which shall come
from thy tiesh and blood, as say our op-

ponents.

If they should further say, that if the

Word became Hesh, and did not take unto
itself our flesh, then it did not remain God's
Word; as when Lot's wife became a pillar

of salt, she did no longer remain man or

woman; and when the water became wine
it did no longer remain water. I would re-

ply: The Scripture says that Lot's wife

became a pillar of salt, and that the water
became wine. This the Scripture says, and
therefore it is also true. But the Scripture

says not that Lot's housewife took unto
herself a pillar of salt, and that water took
unto itself wine. In the same manner the

Scriptures also testify that the Word became
flesh; but does not testify, that tlie Word
took unto himself our 'flesh.

I would further say, that if some Script-

ures could be produced to prove that "be-

coming " is taking unto one's self; or that

two persons and sons of different natures

and minds can be one person and son; or

that there was a true Son from the begin-

ning who had not l)oth father and mother;

or that a son can be his father's son, who
is not of the father's seed, then we might
ponder upon their foundation a little fur-

ther. But since they never produce such

Scriptures, neither are they able to produce
them; and since the Scriptures testify that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, therefore the

testimony of John remains firm and immu-
table: "The AVord is become flesh," how-
ever much philosophers may dispute this.

Lastly I woiild say, That if the Word
did not become flesh, but only took imto

himself a man of Mary's flesh, as our oppo-
nents assert, and if the same was nsed as

an instrument to suffer for its, then it is

manifest that Jesus Christ, a Son of his

Father in truth (as John calls him), did not
come in the flesh {corporatus as Castalion
says), for were he to sufier himself, and not
another in his stead, then he must come in

the flesh, otherwise he could not have suf-

fered. This is too clear to be contradicted.

All those who deny this, are deceivers and
anti-christs, 2 John 1 : 7.

He further n'rites, " If he is holy why was he con-

demned for the sake of sin in the judgment of the Fa-

ther?" At another place he also writes : "Christ jjartook

of no other flesh than that which was subject to sin and
death, that he might be tempted."

Ans^oer. If we are to understand his

words as they read, then Christ, together

with his holy flesh was subject to sin and
death; this is incontrovertible. For he says.

If he is holy why was he then condemned
for sin under the judgment of the Father.

Just as ifhe, was unholy, and guilty of death

under the judgment, and deserving of the

wrath and punishment of God. But this

must be so too if we are to assert that the

flesh of Christ was of Mary's flesh. There-

fore it is manifest from his words that the

sin by which he was tempted dwelt in his

flesh; and that thus he did not die, out of

grace for us, but as one guilty, for himself.

For the wages of sin is death.

O, dear Lord, If the poor Menno was to

speak of the Son of God thus blasphemous-
ly, and were to include him in sin, O, what
an unpleasant, bitter song would be sung
about him ! But whatever the learned

dream and philosophize, must be accepted

as right and good.

This, then, is my short reply to his words

just cited, namely: Isaiah and Peter testify

of him that he did not know sin, and that

guile was not found in his mouth. Yea,

dear reader, he was holy before his incar-

nation, holy in his incarnation, and will re-

main holy forever. For it was needful,

that we should have such a high priest, who
is holy, innocent and spotless, and who
became higher than the heavens; for if he

were not innnocent and holy, he could not

have requited for our sins and guilt, but

nuist have suffered for his own imperfec-

tions and guilt. But now the Scriptures

testify that he was l)rui8ed for our ini(|ui-

ties and was stricken for our. transgression,

Is. m-. 5, 8.
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In the sixth place he writes and says, " The compari-

son of the words of Paul, Theform of God and the form of

a servant, teaches us that by which God is known to lie

God, and nothing else, than the innneasurable power
and tlie brightness of his light auil glory to which none

can aspire; that we must also understand it as that by

which a servant is known to be a servant, and that it is

nothing else but our human flesh, and that through the

disobedience of our first parents it was forfeited under

the servitude of sin; nevertheless he writes that we
must so understand it that he took upon himself our

flesh, but not the servitude thereof," Ilac Hie.

Answer. Here I will leave the reader to

choose whether to explain this form of a
servant as having reference to a servile*

form, or, as John A'Lasco thinks, to a sin-

ful form. If it has reference to a servile,

and not to a sinful form, then it does

not support the assertion that the Word
has taken unto himself our liesh. But if it is

explained, as John A'Lasco explains it, as

having reference to a sinful, and not to a
servile condition, then it must necessarily

follow that that is also in Christ, on ac-

count of which we are called sei"vants, name-
ly, on account of sin, or else the adduced
antithetical form is not in place and can
not stand, as you will hereafter, by the

grace of God, clearly hear and see.

I deny that I misinterpreted the Latin
phi-ase Exinanimt seraetipsum, as John
A'Lasco accuses me of doing; although at

one place I wrote, He Jias liunibled lumself,

I trust I have not written it wrongly. At
another place I wrote, Tlie Son, the Word,
loas Jaimhled, went beneath himself; was
made lower than the angels. But nowhere
have I written that he went out from him-
self, as John A'Lasco wrongfully accuses

me. I will leave it to the judgment of all

grammarians whether or not I have written

correctly.

I think Christ has greatly humbled him-
self, since he is the Almighty, eternal AVord,
Wisdom and Power of God, and became
such a poor, weak, despised man. He
also went much beneath himself, since he
was in divine form and became such a de-

spised servant. Yea, reader, that Paul here
speaks (Phil. 3: 7, 8), of the servile and not
of the sinful condition, we may well deduce
from the following Scriptures. "Behold,"

*The words servile and sercilily here mean, a condition

of servitude as spoken of by Paul in Phil. 2 : 7, 8.

—

The

Publishers.

says Isaiah, "my servant, whom I uphold;
mine Elect, in whom my soul delighteth,"

Is. 42: 1. Matthew is my witness that the
projihet sjieaks this of Christ; and there-

fore is he called the servant of his Father,
because he has performed the work and
service of his Father here on earth, for ns
poor sinners, as he says, "Even as the Son
of man came not to be ministered unto, but
to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many," Matt. 20:' 28.

Therefore, I repeat it. Paul here speaks
of the servile and not of the sinful condi-

tion which Clirist took npon himself for our
salvation. For if he here spoke of the sin-

ful and not of the servile condition, then
Christ must also have assumed the form of
a servant, that is sin; else the j^hrase The
form of a sercant, and The form of God
could not exist together. For as the phrase
form of God testities to his true divinity, so
also, the form of a servant must testify to

his true servile form; or it must follow from
the argument of John A'Lasco, that, al-

though Christ was in divine form, yet he
lacked the divinity, the same as he had the

form of a servant but the servility, i. e. sin

he had not.

O, no, it is not so. He was in God-form,
and was therein truly God; thus he also

took upon himself the form of a true serv-

ant, and was therein a true servant; as may
be deduced ft-om Isaiah, Matthew and the ,

words of Christ. And in this sense the an-

tithesis, the form of God and theform of a
servant, exists, and does not require the
exception which John A'Lasco here made.
And this is the proper cause and reason
why Paul wi-ote to the Philippians about
this, that they should not be contentious

one with another, nor seek their own vain,
carnal honor, or any thing selfish, but that
they should, after the examjjle of Christ,

humble themselves one towards another, and
walk in love; for although Christ was in

the form of God, yea "equal with God, but
made himself of no reputation and took
upon him the form of a servant," and not
the exalted form of a mighty emperor or

king. He came to minister unto us and
not to be ministered unto. Matt. 20: 28.

Yea, "He was in all points temjited like as
we are yet without sin," Heb. 4: 15. He
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sougM not liis own but that which was

oui's; and for our sakes "became obedient

unto death, even the death of the cross,"

Phil. 2: 8. Thus the assertion of John

A'Lasco, that the Word took unto himself

our flesh or a man of our flesh, remains tin-

proven.

But his point that while Clirist was here

upon earth he still was also in heaven, that

his face shone as the sun, that his raiment

was white as the light, that he healed the

sick, raised the dead, and by his word re-

mitted sin, which power alone belongs to

God, does not prove that he received his

holy flesh from our sinful flesh; but it

rather proves that he still remained God
and his word, notwithstanding he, for a

time, so humbled himself and went beneath

his divine splendor, attributes, right and

glory, for our sakes. Whosoever sincerely

fears God, let him consider and judge, Matt.

17: 2; Luke 7: 21.

In tlie seventh place lie asserta it as liis foundation

tliat the Word did not become flesh, but that he took

unto himself our flesh of Mary, and conflnns this with

the Scripture Heb. 3:14; which reads thus, "Foras-

much then as the children are partakers of flesh and

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same,"

and says, "The word was made flesh;" not that he has

in any manner changed his first estate, or form, liut ho

has taken unto himself our flesli and has therewith cov-

ered his divinity while here upon earth.

Ansioer. All those who desire a script-

ural and correct understanding of the Script-

ures quoted, and also of Christ, the Son of

God, should well observe that God, the

Almighty, eternal Father, the true Creator,

who wills and works, is the only som"ce of

all good; and that he inefl'ably before all

creatures, begat of himself his Almighty,

eternal and ineflable Word, and has,

through the same created all things, and

thereby governs, maintains and preserves

them; and tliat he in his eternal justice,

love, and in all his attril)utes, together with

his inefi"able AVord and Holy Spirit, is an

eternal and perfect God, and beside him

there is none other; and that he is eternal

and unchangeable in his counsel, purpose,

will and conclusion, as was said before,

Mai. 8: 6

And, that this Almight}^ external Father,

through his Almighty, eternal Word, in the

power of his Almighty, eternal Spirit, has,

according to his divine purpose, counsel,

will and conclusion, created Adam and
Eve, the parents of us all, as righteous,

good and pure creatures, unto eternal life,

nay, after his own image and likeness, as

the Scriptures testify; that he gave unto

them the command of life and death, that

they might fear, love, praise, thank and
serve him, and live according to his will,

Gen. 1.

Behold, this is the Creator that created

Adam and Eve; it also shows through what
he created them, how and for what purpose

he created them; what he permitted and
what he forbid them to do ; what he prom-
ised them if they obeyed him, and what he

threatened if they should disobey him; and
thus the glory of God began to shine, Ps.

33: 5; John 1: 10.

In this piety, holiness and righteousness,

Adam and Eve remained so long as they

did not deviate from the counsel, word, wiU
and command of God, in which all things

have, and must have their being. But man
was left in the hands of his counsel, Su'ach

15: 14. But through the old serpent, the

cunning reptile and envier of the honor of

God, and all good, caused the glorious,

noble creature of life to be led from the

the favor and grace of his Creator into con-

demnation and death, and obscured the

glory of God. He began with Eve, the

weaker vessel, to tempt her with the desires

of her appetite; for the woman saw, says

Moses, that the tree was good for food and
pleasant to tlie eyes. He falsitied the word
of the Lord, and said, "Ye shall not sin-ely

die," and made glorious jiromises, saying,

"In the day ye eat thereof then your eyes

shall be opened; and ye shall be as Gods,

knowing good and evil."

Adam and Eve disobeyed the command
of their God and Creator, by which alone

they must live; believed the promise of the

serpent; ate, and through the justice of

God, fell into the threatened curse, con-

demnation and death, and thus the deceiv-

ing serpent established the kingdom of liell

and of death. There, now lay the misera-

ble, accursed Adam and his wife. Eve, in

the power of the devil, poisoned "from the

sole of the foot even unto the head," both

within and without, with his impure, dead-
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ly venom, and became subject unto sin and
death. According to the justice of God,
there was now no way of escape, for Adam
and all his descendants; for the word of

life was rejected; the holy command of God
was transgressed, the venom of the serjDent

was taken. Alas, all was lost to them

!

Their eyes were opened, the shame was ac-

knowledged, the gnawing worm was in the

disobedient, self-accusing conscience; there

was nothing but shaking and trembling,

sighing and remorse. They fled before the

face of the Lord and knew not where to hide

from his wrath; for the justice of God
pointed to the word, "For in the day that

thou eatest thereof thou slialt surely die."

Here the counsel, purpose, will and con-

clusion of the Almighty, eternal God were
unchanged. He would make manifest his

glory and have a man after his own image
and likeness.

Inasmuch as this was resolved upon and
provided for with God, as has been said;

and as with poor Adam, all was lost, as

also with all his descendants, for at heart

lie Avas full of venom and abashed before

liis God, therefore should the unchangeable,

will, counsel and resolution of the unchange-
able God be executed, there must be anoth-

er who was like the corrupted Adam before

his fall; for upon such a man, God's will

had resolved; and with Adam all was lost.

Therefore tlie ineifixble, eternal "Word, by
which Adam and Eve were created, by which
all things are and must forever remain; the

Almighty power and wi?dora of God, must
become man, that he might bruise tlie head
<.)f the deceiving serpent, for the salvation

of the condemned Adam and all his descend-

ants; that temptation miglit be overcome;

that the holy and unchangeable will of the

Father might be fulfilled; that the do-

minion and power of tlie devil might be de-

stroyed; and that he might, by his willing

obedience and spotless offering, discharge

and put away the guilt and deserved death

of Adam, by his innocent death.

Behold, this joyous gospel, and these

glad tidings of the divine grace, which God
declared to the poor, afilicted and fugitive,

Adam. He accepted them through faith;

consoled himself therewith, and sincerely

rejoiced in Ms grace, Gen. 3: 15; 22: 18;

Jer. 23: 6; Luke 1:28.

And this is the Messiah who, I say, was
promised Adam, of a woman, the salvation
of all the world; promised to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob; the glorious Branch,
Rod, Plant and Fruit of David, symbolized
in Solomon, the natural fruit of his loins;

wlio shall sit on his throne and reign in

Israel forever. All who believe on him
shall receive the mercy, grace and peace of
God; but whosoever does not believe on
him, on him remaineth the wrath of God,
John 3: 36.

From all tliis it follows that as Adam
was created, in the beginning and we in

him, tlirough the Word, he and also we are
again quickened of God through this same
AVord, and accepted in grace. John says,

"In the beginning was the Word, and the

Word was with God; and the Word was
God; the same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by him, and
without him was not any thing made that

was made," &c. "And the Word was made
fiesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth." Be-
hold, in such plain words testifies the Sj)irit

of God, that both the creation and the res-

toration of Adam and his seed, was brouglit

about by no other means than through the

Word, as has been heard. Matt. 3: 11; John
1; Col. 1: 19.

And to the better explanation of this,

and also to learn to understand rightly how
entirely sinful, impiu'e, poisoned, powerless,

and as nothing we all have become in

Adam, I would point you, witli Paul, to

the law and the Scriptures; they will depict

to you tlie impure, powerless nature and
sinfulness of our flesh so plainly, that you
are forced to acknowledge that the holy,

glorious and spotless Messiah, through
whom we all are pacified and reconciled'

with God, could not be of such impure, sin-

ful and accursed seed and flesh as the

learned teach us, and pretend with their

philosophic reasoning, without the Script-

ures.

Thus speaks Moses, Thou shalt not covet,

or thoix shalt not desire. Reader, observe:
In these few words is properly represented
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the first rigliteoiTsness in wliicli Adam was
created in tlie beginning; and wliicli is yet

claimed of God according to his righteous-

ness, by liis descendants. Ponder diligent-

ly on these words of Moses and examine
yourself closely, before your God, who
tries the hearts and reins, Avhether or not

you sometimes do not, against the law,

find such forbidden lusts in your flesh.

If you imagine yourself free from these,

you convert God into a liar, 1 John 1: 10;

and thereby you also shame all the right-

eous of God, who were from the beginning;

for they have all unanimously complained

of their evil-disposed, wicked llesh, and
have, alas, too unanimously shown it in

their fruits. The Scriptures testify that I

speak the truth.

Yea, reader, if any man, born of the

sinful flesh of Adam, had completely

fulfilled the law, then for such the com-

manded yearly sin-offering, which was of-

fered by the high priest in the Holy of

Holies, was useless and fruitless. Neither

would it have been necessary for the Son of

the Most high, the eternal word of God to

become man; for such a person could have

done all this and fulfilled the required

righteousness. But as it was, there was
neither prophet nor any man of God, born

of Adam, so holy, or so pious, but who had
to console himself with the promise of God
in regard to Christ, also symbolized in the

offering, and with the divine grace, through

faith.

But if you find that you do not as the law
requires, but that you are not alone ever

fought by the lusts which dwelt in your
flesh, but that you are also often involunta-

rily conquered thereby, then you must ac-

knowledge that you are already condemned
to death by the law of righteousness. For
the law says, "Cursed be he that confirm-

eth not all the words of this law to do them;
and all the people shall say, Amen," Deut.

27: 26.

Behold, kind reader, if you would rightly

know and acknowledge how miserable,

naked, powerless, impotent, unclean, sinful

and poisoned all of Adam's seed is become
in him, through his transgression, and how
his seed is fallen, through the just right-

eousness of God, into his wrath, judgment,

curse, condemnation and death, then, I say,

search the law diligently; for it i)oints out

to you. First, the obedience to God and
righteousness required of you; and also the

weakness of your sinful fiesh, your impure
and evil disposed nature; and that you are

already condemned to death, accoiding to

the rigor of the above mentioned righteous-

ness, since you, through your inherent,

weak nature and evil disposed flesh, do not

walk in the required righteousness as God
has commanded and required of j^ou in his

law, as you Avill clearly notice by j^our own
unction if you but rightly observe.

Inasmuch as Adam and his seed are so

entirely corrupted; as by nature he was
created pm*e and clean, and became wholly

impure and evil disposed, and thus fell in

the righteous judgment of God; and since

every thing is involved in sin; therefore, if

this venom was to be weakened in its power;
if the corrupted nature of Adam was to be
delivered from the curse and judgment of

sin; if the righteousness of God was to be
appeased; if the power of the devil was to

be distiu'bed; if curse, wrath, condemnation
and death were to be taken away; if the

hand Avriting of the law, which required

such righteousness of Adam's children, was
to be broken to pieces; if the eternal provi-

dence, counsel, will and determination of

God were to be fulfilled; if his kingdom
and glory were to be acknowledged ; and if

there was to be such a man as the counsel,

will, and determination of God required, as

has been heard; then the everlasting love

of God wo^ild require that there should be

another man, who, conquering the devil,

should disturb his power, fulfill the right-

eousness of God, promiilgate his glory,

make a clean sacrifice, and who should

thus, out of love and compassion, be inno-

cently accursed and condemned to death;

not o/Adam, but /or the everlasting salva-

tion of Adam and his seed; that thus the

corrupted and condemned Adam, together

with his corrupt and condemned seed,

should be again accepted in grace, through

his name, and be again delivered from their

great fall. Gal. 3; Gen. 3: 17; Luke 11: 21;

John 14: 30; Col. 1: 14.

It could not, I repeat it, be a man of

Adam's flesh; for the corrupted flesh of



THE CONFUTATION. 1G7

Adam could not beget fruit which could
fulfill this, while it was so thoroughly cor-

rupted and condemned before God; but it

must be a man who was free from the de-

served curse, condemnation and death of

Adam, and also from all his venom, sin

and unrighteousness, as has been sufficient-

ly heard.

Observe, my faithful reader, and here

learn to know your God in his grace and
love. For although the whole Scriptures

conclude Adam and Eve, together with all

their descendants, entirely under the sin,

cm'se, condemnation and death, according
to justice, yet it does not leave in hell the

solicitous, afflicted conscience, which has
been so far taught and directed by the law,

that it feels its wounds and stripes, and ac-

knowledges that it is deserving of eternal

death and condemnation; but the Script-

ui'es show in consoling words and symbols,
where and of whom to get the healing med-
icine, namely: of Christ Jesus. For it is

he who with all his righteousness, merit,

cross, blood and death, was graciously

given of God our heavenly Father to the

fallen and condemned Adam and his pos-

terity, for their eternal salvation and rec-

onciliation, o
I think this may well be called a joyous

gospel, and glad tidings to all afflicted and
lamenting souls, who having become sub-

ject to sin and death under the law, so fear-

fully tremble at the righteous judgment and
wi-ath of God, that the Almighty, eternal

God and Father has so loved us miserable,

trifling and condemned sinners who are so

far estranged from him and, according to

his righteoiis judgment, are deserving of

eternal death, that he sent into this misera-

ble world, his Almighty, eternal and ineffa-

ble Word, his only, eternal and beloved

Son, the Inightness of his glory ; and who
was like unto Adam before the fall, as a
proof and means of his divine grace; and
that this One has, througli his perfect riglit-

eousness, willing obedience and innocent

death, led us from the kingdom and do-

minion of the devil into tlie kingdom of liis

divine grace and eternal peace.

Inasmuch as the Scriptures pronounce
the first Adam and all his seed to be such
an impure, sinful, acciu'sed and condemned
Adam, and pronounce Christ, the second
Adam, free from all impurity, sin, curse
and condemnation, therefore the impartial
reader may well deduce therefrom that such
a precious, glorious fruit could not be
plucked from an elder or thorn bush; but
should be begotten from some other source,

namely: from him who is the only cause
and eternal source of all good things, as
has been said.

That the holy and saving flesh of Christ

was not of the sinful and condemned flesh

of Adam may be plainly observed from the

following passages and figures of the Holy
Scripture.

Isaiah says, "All we like sheep, have
gone astray; we have tiu-ned every one to

his own way; and the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all." "He hath done
violence to no one; neither was any deceit

in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to

bruise him," Isa. 53 : 6, 9, 10.

I must pay, says the Psalmist, in the per-

son of Christ that which I had not taken.

He "bare our sins in his own body on the

tree," and by his stripes we were healed, 1

Pet. 2:24.

" For he hath made him to be sin for us,

who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him," 2 Cor.

5: 21. Again, we are all sinners and come
short of the glory of God; but are made
righteoias, without merit, by his grace,

through the deliverance wliich is in Christ.

Again, " The Scripture hath concluded all

under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus

Christ might be given to them that believe,"

Gal. 3: 22.

Ye know, says John, that the Son of God
"was manifested to take away oiu- sins;"

and in him is no sin, 1 John 3: 5. Read
also all these Scriptures, Isa. 7: 9 and 40;

Jer. 23; Mic. H; John 1, 3, H, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11,

14, IG, 17; 1 Cor. 15; Acts, 20; Epli. 4; 1

Tim. 3; 1 John 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Heb. 1, 2, 3, 7;

Rev. 1 : 19.
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He is the spiritiTal tree of life in tlie midst

of the paradise of God, which is not planted

by the hands of man, bnt of God himself.

Rev. 2: 7; all those that shall eat the fruits

of this tree, with pure hearts, shall live for-

ever; and the leaves of the tree are for the

healing of the nations, Rev. 29: 3.

He is the spiritual, brazen serpent, sym-
bolized in the Mosaic serpent, Num. 21: 9,

which was erected for us miserable sinners,

by the Father, in the wilderness of this

world, as a healing sign, which had the

venomous form of the venomous serpent,

yet had not its venomous nature. All those

who believe on him are delivered from the

curse, condemnation and death caused by
the serpent; but whosoever does not believe

on him, on him the wrath of God remains,

and he must eternally bear and suffer, ac-

cording to God's eternal justice, the threat-

ened curse, death and condemnation, John
3: 36.

He is the spiritual mercy seat, which is

not, like the ark made of Shittim wood, but

of fine, pure gold, from which God gracious-

ly hears us and speaks unto us through his

Spirit and word, Ex. 25: 10; Rom. 3: 24;

Heb. 4: 13. He is the spiritual Paschal

Lamb, which is without spot, and in the

sprinkling and sanctification of whose
blood the chosen Israel of God was ever

graciously saved from the destroying angel,

and from the wrath of God, in the midst of

the cruel, dark Egypt of this world, Ex.

12:23; Num. 9: 10.

He is the true bread from heaven, which

is not made of natural corn or wheat, I

mean, of our sinful flesh, but is begotten of

the dew of the eternal Word, which is the

only and true food for our souls, by which

we shall live forever, if we only eat of him
through true faith, Ex. 16: 5; Num. 11: 18.

He is the Rock which was torn from the

mountain, without hands, that is, without

human assistance, which Nebuchadnezzar
saw in a dream; and to which Daniel was
referred as being the one who should waste

and destroy the iron, clay, silver and gold;

yea, all the kingdoms of this world; for he

has all power in heaven and upon earth;

he is a powerful King over all ; and to his

kingdom there shall be no end, nor pass to

other people, Dan. 2: 44.

Behold, kind reader, judge from the

above mentioned Scriptures and figures, if

you fear God, if such doctrine is based upon
the Scriptures, which claims that this right-

eous, holy, spotless, obedient and saving

Messiah was born of the unrighteous, sinful,

impure, disobedient and accursed flesh or

seed of Adani; and that it took its humani-
ty therefrom. O, no. This pure, clear

water, with which all our blemishes were to

be washed away, could never be drawn
from such an impure, stagnated pool. Let

every body reflect what the word of the

Lord teaches him.

Now we Avill, by the grace of the Lord,

enlarge upon the Scriptures of Heb. 2, that

we may rightly comprehend the foundation

and truth thereof; and that, too, that our

opponents may not boast that Ave do not

satisfy them; I would first refer you to the

first chapter of Hebrews, and have you
observe what is said there of Christ.

In the first place it reads, that " God hath
in these last days spoken unto us by his

Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all

things, by whom also he made the worlds."

In the second place it reads, that this

same Son is "the brightness of his glory,

and the express image of his person.''

Thirdly, that he has purged our sins l)y

himself.

Fourthly, that he is the first begotten Son
of God, and that all the angels shall wor-

ship him.
Fifthly, that he is God, and that his

kingdom and throne shall endure forever.

Sixthly, that he laid the foundation of

the earth; and the heavens are the work of

his hands.

I think that if you earnestly ponder on
these Scriptures and rightly observe them,

you will soon perceive from whence Christ

came, who and what he is. For these plain

evidences clearly teach that the world was
made by him; that he is the brightness of
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the glory of God; that he hath purged our

sins by himself; that he is the first begotten

Son of God, that he is God, and that he has
laid the foundations of the earth. This

could not be of Mary's flesh. Gen. 1:1; Ps.

33: 6; Eph. 3: 9; 1:9; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:3;

Ps. 102: 26; 1 John 1:7; Col. 1: 15.

If they should say that these Scriptures

are not spoken in regard to the Son of Mary,
but in regard to the Son of God, then they

confess thereby a divided Son, two persons,

two sons; besides, we are convinced by
these very Scriptures that they are spoken
of the whole Christ; for he has spoken with

us as a man, and we are also cleansed of

our sins through his human suffering and
death, as the Scripture teaches, 1 John 1:7;

1 Pet. 1 : 19.

But if they should call to their support
the sinecdoche, or commonness of the

names, then I would answer in brief, plain,

words, that the plain, faithful souls, Peter

and John the fishermen, Martha the servant,

and the plain Nathaniel, knew nothing

at all of such satanic testimony and human
cunning; but they have given praise to the

visible and tangible Christ, and confessed

that he was the Son of God, Matt. 16: 15;

Jn. 6: 69; 11: 27.

This is still further declared in the second
chapter in these words: "AVhat is man^
that thou art mindful of him ? or the son of

man, that thou visitest him ? Thou madest
him a little lower than the angels; thou
crownedst him with glory and honor," Heb.
2: 6, 7.

Here I would faithfully admonish the

faithful reader, to observe that both Eras-

mus and Hieronymus, in their Latin trans-

lations, have translated this thus: "Thou
madest him a little lower than the angels ;"

and the Hebrew Psalm also has it: "Thou
madest him inferior to God; with praise I

and honor thou crownedst him," Heb. 2:7;}
Ps. 8: 5.

This agrees with the word of Paul, where
he says, "Who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, but made himself of no reputation,

and took upon him the form of a servant,"

Phil. 2:7. At another place he says,

"Though he was rich, yet for your sakes

he became poor," 2 Cor. 8:9. This also
58

agrees with the words of Christ, "Now, O
Father, glorify thou me with thine own self,

with the glory which I had with thee, before

the world was," Jn. 17: 5. I think these

plain Scriptures and clear testimonies prove
fully that the teachings of our opponents
are unscriptural and erroneous, when they
say that the Son of God remained in his

first form and estate, and was not bruised '

for our iniquities. I

This same man, who, for our sake, was
thus humbled and made less than God and
the angels, we see is Christ, who for suffer-

ing death was crowned with praise and
honor; for as he, for the purpose of obedi-
ence, humbled himself to the lowest, for our
service, therefore he was again exalted to

the highest, by the Father. And thus he
was innocently put to death for the sake of
Adam and all his posterity', b)^ the grace of
God; for Adam and his posterity could not
be otherwise delivered from the power of
death. For it became 1dm., for whom and
by whom are all things, who has brought
many children unto glory, to make the
Prince and Captain of their salvation per-

fect through sufi'ering, as both the Sanctitier,

Christ, and thosewho are sanctified through
him, the regenerated, are all of one, that is,

of God, Phil. 2: 9; Heb. 2: 10.

Thus the sanctified together have one
Father with their Sanctifier, as John says,

"As many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name; which
were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God;" and therefore our Savior "is not
ashamed to call them (the sanctified), breth-

ren, saying, I will declare thy name unto
my brethren, in the midst of the church will

I sing praise unto thee," John 1: 12; Heb.
2: 11, 12. Yea, dear reader, if the flesh of

Christ was of Adam's flesh, and if we were
called his brethren on that account, as is

the doctrine of the learned, then one brother
must beget the other; besides, then all the

ungodlj^, yea, whores and knaves, must
also be Christ's brethren and sisters. This
is too i)lain to be controverted.

O, no. Who his brethren are, he has
himself plainly declared. Matt. 12 : 59;

Mark 3: 35; Luke 8: 21. And he not only
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calls them his brethren, but also, his chil-

dren, and says, "Behold, I and the children

which God hath given me." They are

called his children for the reason that he

has begotten them unto God his Father, by
the word of his grace, through the power of

his Holy Spirit, in the besprinlding of his

precious blood. At another place he also

calls them his mother, bride, flesh and
bones; which, according to the flesh, they

could not be.

Yea, dear reader, if he had received his

flesh from the flesh of his children, as John
A'Lasco and his followers claim that he has,

then the children must have begotten the

father. Christ, the new Adam, would say

to his new Eve: I am flesh of thy flesh—and
not: " Thou art flesh of my flesh." If you
fear God, then reflect and judge, Heb.2: 13;

Gen. 2:23.

As the children partake of flesh and
blood, so he, in the same manner partook

of the same, that he might, through death,

take the power from him who had the power

of death, that is, the devil, and deliver those

who, of necessity, were in servitude all their

lives; for he does not accept the seed of

angels, but of Abraham; therefore he must
become like unto his brethren in all things.

Behold, this is the strongest and most
important saying wherewith John A'Lasco
(in regard to this subjectj, disputes the

whole Scriptures, divides Christ and makes
him into two persons and sons, and, as he

thinks, joins together his whole work, ar-

guments, sayings and Batterings. And
this is his proper foundation and meaning:

"As the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, so, also, has the AVord, or Son of

God received or partaken of this flesh and
blood from the flesh and blood of the chil-

dren; and has thus vanquished hell, sin,

death and devil in our flesh, Heb. 2; Phil.

2: 7; Hosea 13: 14; 1 Cor. 15: 54; Col. 2:15;

2 Tim. 1: 10.

Inasmuch as he so strenuously insists on
the above^ saying, therefore have I by ad-

ducing so many Scriptures, so enlarged

upon the inherent, unclean, sinful flesh and
nature of the children, and their deserved

death and condemnation on the one hand,

and the pure, holy flesh and nature of

Christ, his undeserved death and judgment

on the other, that the reader might thereby
rightly understand and comprehend that the

Lord Jesus Christ could not be of such un-

clean flesh and seed of the children, nor par-

take of such a man; for the flesh of the chil-

dren is unclean and sinful, but the flesh of

Clu-ist is piu'e and holy.

Since his pure flesh could not be of the

imclean flesh of the children, as has been
said, and since our opijonents so strenuous-

ly insist upon it, on account of this Script-

ure, therefore I will diligently examine it

word for word, and, by the grace of God, I

will attach to each word its wholesome and
right meaning.

First, observe that the word cMldren has
reference to none other than those who,
above, are called Christ's brethren, namely,
those who believe in him, and who are born
of God by the living power of his Spirit and
word, as said.

Secondly, observe what the Scriptural

meaning of liaving communion with flesTb

and hlood is; that it is not simply having

flesh and blood, as some have interpreted

it; but that it also means, to intermix with

flesh and blood, and to do the things which
are forbidden of God, through the lusts of

our flesh, Rom. 7:7; 3: 20.

Thirdly, observe that since the children

of God are partakers of sinful flesh and
blood and are subject to such human weak-

ness by Avhich they involuntarily ever strug-

gle and fail—therefore they must have such

a High Priest who could have compassion
with their human failui-es ; as he was tempt-

ed in the same manner, although withoiit

sin, as said.

Fourthly, observe that the adverb sivii-

liter (that is, in the same manner), here ex-

presses a true human nature in Christ, it is

true, but not a natural conception as John
A'Lasco claims and argues; for it is mani-
fest all through the Scriptures tliat the con-

ceiJtiou of Mary was supernatural; that it

was brought about by the Holy Ghost,

through faith, as lias been shown above.

Fifthly, observe that the expression

"partaking of flesh and blood" means
nothing else than liairing flesh and blood;

since his children and brethren, also liave

flesh and blood, as Sebastian Castalion,

also, has rendered it, but with such differ-
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ence that his flesh was holy and knew no
sin, and therefore experienced no decay,

bnt the flesh of his brethren and children is

sinfiil, and therefore also subject to decay,

1 Cor. 15:53; 5:4.

Sixthly, observe that Paul does not at all

times use the words ^lartaJcing offiesh and
blood, in the same sense. In one place, 1

Cor. 9:12, hewi'ites, "If others be partakers
of this power over you," that is. If others

hate this power over you; again, "He that

thresheth in hope should be partaker of his

hope," that is should receive that which he
hopes to get. Again in the 10th, 17th and
21st of the same epistle, it is used for en-

.1o.yiiig.

Inasmuch as the word partalcing has not,

every where in Scripture, one meaning

—

therefore, wherever it is found, it should not

be explained otherwise than according to

the true nature and meaning of the Script-

ures, or else the whole Scriptures must be
broken and garbled for the sake of such a

word.
Seventhly, observe that the word eorun-

dem (that is, of the same), has reference to

the words flesli and Mood, but not to the

flesh and blood of the children, for that is

unclean, sinful, guilty and condemned; if

it had reference to the flesh and blood of

the children, as John A'Lasco and M. M.
claim, and that the Son of God took unto

himself a perfect man, body and soul, of

the flesh of the children, then it is incontro-

vertible that all the following and indisso-

luble inconsistencies must exist

:

In the first place an impure, sinful, ac-

cursed, and death-guilty Christ, as is the

flesh of the children of whom he should

have partaken his flesh; for wherever the

flesh of the children is, there, also, is the

sin and curse of the children; this cannot

be controverted, or else justice must have
been changed and the curse taken away
and ended by our own flesh. To which M.,

in the first conversation I had with him,

thus replied: " Christ was pure and without
sin, and that because Mary did not conceive

him of the seed of man." I answered: I

must understand, then, that sin is because

of the mixture, which is the ordinance of

God, and not because of the transgression

of Adam. He answered: No, it was be-

cause of the justice of God that he became
of a corrupted nature. I asked, how? He
answered: "Because God had said. That
in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt

surely die." I then replied: then God was
the cause of the sin of Adam; and the

threatened death must not only be punish-
ment of sin, but sin itself. I said, Martin,

do observe what reasoning you bring for-

ward.

In the second place it follows that there

must be a divided Christ, of whom one half

must be of heaven and the other half of

earth.

In the third place that there must be two
persons in Christ; one divine and one lur-

man. To which Martin in our second con-

versation, thus replied: "There were not
two persons in Christ, but one person; for,

although the word was one person from
eternity, yet it was no person which was
conceived in Mary." He further said, "Al-
though each human being is one person,

and although the man, Christ, was one
man as any other man, yet the man, Christ

alone was no person." I am ashamed to

touch upon such inconsistent things. Paul
justly said, Vhi disputator secvl'-'^^Htjus?

"Where is the disputer of'i!fi^V,^r^^"'

In the fourth place that there are two
Sons in Christ—^the Sou of God without
mother, and he impassive; and the son of

man without father, and he passive; some-
thing which M. M., both in our first and
also in our second conversation, several

times openly admitted before us all, in

plain language. O God, what strange

things we hear

!

In the fifth place, that not the first begot-

ten and only Son of God, but the fatherless

Son of Mary, of the accursed, sinful flesh of

Adam, died for us—something which is di

rectiV contrary to Christ, John, Paul and
the Wxioie Scriptures.

In the sixth place, that the eternal oflTer-

ing of reconciliation, once offered for the

sins of the whole world, was not the spot-

less Lamb, but an unclean, blemished otfer-

ing which was subject to sin and death, as
may also be unmistakably deduced from
the writings of A'Lasco, John 3: 16; Rom.
8:31.

In the seventh place, the angel Gabriel
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Peter, and the Lord himself, acknowledge
that the man, Christ Jesus, is the Son of

God. Thomas acknowledges him as his

Lord and God; besides the whole Script-

ures teach that he is our Advocate, Recon-
ciler, Mediator, High Priest, Deliverer and
Messiah—and if he is yet to he of the un-

clean sinful flesh and seed of Adam, then it

is manifest that a created creature and man
of the sinful flesh of Adam, is our Messiah,

Deliverer, Eeconciliator, Advocate, High
Priest, Yea, Lord and God ; something which
is not alone an abomination and idola-

tiy, but also open blasphf^my against God.

•X-

'

*
In the tenth place, if the eternal Word, by

which every thing was created, had par-

taken of such a carnal son of the flesh of

of the children, or of Mary, and had thus

united himself into one person and son,

then the Creator and the creature, the Sou
of God without mother, and the son of

Mary without father, must have become
one, undivided person and son. This is in-

controvertible.

In the eleventh place, if the Word has
partaken of such flesh as that of Mary, and
if it's""!/! not become man, then God is not

the tl-iik^aOAer of Christ, Mary no true

mother, and Christ no true son of both his

father and mother; besides, the whole

Scriptures are denied which testify that

Christ is the Son of God.
I think that all these indissoluble incon-

sistencies, sufficiently show you that John
A'Lasco has not given the Scriptural mean-
ing to the word eorundem.

Eighthly, observe why Christ, the Prince

of our salvation, became man, namely, that

he might destroy the prince of death, the

devil, by his innocent death, and that he

might thus deliver and free his poor, en-

slaved, timorous brethren and children from

the accusing law, from the judgment of sin

and the terror of death.

Ninthly, observe that the passage, "He
takes* not on him the nature of angels, but

he takes* on him the seed of Abraham,"
should not be understood as having any

reference to the taking on of human flesh,

as the learned explain it, but to the par-

taking of gi-ace, by which we are accepted;

*German and Holland translation*.

for he uses the word talie in the present

tense and angels in the plural number, and
says, "He talces -aoi oti him the natm-e of

ongels, but he takes on him the seed of

Abraham," the children of the promise,

Rom. 9:8; the believers, Gal. 3:29; his

brethren and children. He accepts them,

in grace, to the praise of his Father,

Rom. 15: 7; prays for their failings and
weaknesses, Rom. 8:7; Heb. 5:10. For
the}^ can never be freed from the inherent,

impure, wicked nature of their sinful flesh,

in this life.

Tenthly, observe that a thing which is

like unto another, is not necessarily the

same thing which it resembles; and, there-

fore it cannot be maintained by this pas-

sage, "AVherefore in all things it behooved
him to be made like unto his brethren," that

the holy, pure flesh of Christ is of the un-

clean, sinful flesh of Adam.
Behold, dear reader, if you consider well

the explanation of the Scripture, Heb. 2,

and weigh it in the balance of the Scriptures,

you will very plainly find that this is the

meaning of the above mentioned Scripture;

that although Christ, the Prince of our sal-

vation, has led us to his glorj^, and has

thus accepted us as brethren and children

in faith, yet we are, in our first Adamic
birth, so poisoned by the serpent, and so

corrupted by nature, that we can nevermore

become free of our unclean sinful flesh, so

long as we dwell in this tabernacle; but

oftentimes (although involuntarily) mix and
soil ourselves therewith ; and become, there-

fore, convinced by the hand writing, that

we are guilty of death, according to the eter-

nal justice, Rom. 7: 7; 3: 20; Col. 2: 13.

Since we are ensnared by such wicked,

sinful, disobedient and death guilty flesh,

as all the pious children of God have, from

the beginning, dolefully complained of, and
could not be entirely freed from the inserted

sting of the serpent ; therefore it is that our

Prince, Savior, Brother and Father, Christ,

in his extremely great love, has given him-

self according to the counsel, purpose, will

and determination of his everlasting Father,

and in accordance partook of flesh and
blood; not of the flesh of the children, for

they are sinful and unclean, but as John

says, "The Word was made flesh," John
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1: 14; Deut. 32: 15; Isa. 64: 4; Job 15: 14;

Ps. 143: 2; Gal. 2: 17; 3: 11; 1 Jolm 1: 3;

Heb. 2:14; Phil. 2:7. Yea, a despised,

afflicted, tempted and mortal man; and is

thns voluntarily come forward to battle for

his associates, sanctified brethren and chil-

dren; has placed himself heroically in their

defense, and has abashed the tempter in

his temptation; vanquished him in his

power; taken his stronghold; bruised his

head; fulfilled and blotted out the hand
writing; blotted it out with his precious

blood; requited our guilty and deserved

death by his innocent and unmerited death,

to the fulfilling of the prophetic word, "O
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I

will be thy destruction !" and he has thus

delivered and freed his chosen, his saints,

his brethren and children from servitude

and the penalty of the law; from the judg-

ment of sin, and from the fearful terrors of

the threatened death in such a manner that

their human weaknesses and involuntary

mistakes, for his sake, will no more be

counted against them as sin, if they will

but walk before him with penitent believing

hearts, and will steadily cling to his word
with positive, assured consciences, Gen.

49: 10; Isa. 2:5; Luke 11: 21; Col. 2: 14;

Hosea 13: 14; Rom. 8: 2, 3.

Behold, thus Christ, the Son of God, has

accepted the seed of Abraham and liberated

it, to the praise of his Father; and has

therefore appeared in person, and become,

in all things, like unto his poor, weak, af-

flicted brethren in all manner of poverty,

misery, affliction, need, fear of death and
mortality; that he might thus be a compas-

sionate, merciful and faithful High Priest

to reconcile the sins, defects and errors

of his saints before God his Father; for, as

he has walked with them in the same temp-

tation, battle, misery, anxiety and fear of

death, therefore he can also come to the

rescue of all those who are tempted of the

world, hell, sin, devil and death. This is

my reply to the construction which John

A'Lasco and his class put upon the Script-

ure, Heb. 2. If you fear God then read and

judge.

In the eighth place he explains the testi-

mony of John and says, "The AVord, the

Son of God, commenced being of the seed

of David, Rom. 1, of the virgin Mary, Matt.

1, flesh, man, Christ, Immanuel," &c. Again,
"The Word has accepted our flesh." Again,
" The Word, which from the beginning alone

was God, is become (that is, it commenced
being together) flesh (that is, man), and has
dwelt (that is, it has taken its abode) in us
(that is, in our flesh) through its participa-

tion," as Paul says. These are his words in

regard to the Scripture John 1.

dear reader, what is so clear that

it cannot be obscured by human intellect,

and what so straight that it can not be
bent ? If he does it through a misconcep-

tion he may yet be corrected; but if he does

it for other reasons, then it will not be well

with his poor soul.

1 am surprised that he dares publish such

inconsistent explanations, in print, when he
well knows that there are to be found so

many learned theological men. O, dear

Lord! How frightful it is to mix God's clear

wine, and the high testimony of the Holy
Spirit with such impure water, and thus to

corrupt it by earthly wisdom. He has so

treated with this plain Scripture, that it

would have removed all doubt and given

me new courage, if I had had any doubt of

my faith and foundation, which, thank God,
I have none.

Inasmuch as he so fearfully belittles the

wonderful, glorious work of divine grace

and love, which the Almiglity, eternal Fa-

ther has so graciously shown us poor, mis-

erable sinners, through his eternal Word
and Son; and as he would rather break the

holy word and testimony of the Lord, than
doubt his own intelligence, therefore I pray
every body, for God's sake, not to think

hard of me, that I, unlearned man, oppose
this and confute his unscriptural explana-

tions with the clear, plain Scriptures and
reasoning, and thus lay the foundation of

truth.

I trust that no reasonable and impartial

person can, in any way, think hard of me,

for publicly replying to him, and defending

the praise of the Lord, since he has publicly

written against me and fearfully violated

the word of God, as I understand it.

I would undoubtedly have excused him
and not have mentioned his name, if only

i he and his followers would leave the Script-
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iires unbroken, and would not so indiscreet-

ly war against the clear, jjure truth, both

verbally and in -nTiting. But my conscience

and the word of God constrain me to pro-

tect the praise of my Lord and my faith.

I say First, that he, by his explanation,

has broken the testimony of the Holy
Ghost, and adulterated the Scriptures; for

he writes, "The Word, the Son of God has,

of the seed of David, Rom. 1 : 3, of a woman,
Gal. 4:4, of the virgin Mary, commenced
being flesh, man. In Rom. 1: 3, it reads,

"Made of the seed of David according to

the flesh;" Gal. 4, born of a woman; and
"That which is conceived in her, is of the

Holy Ghost," Matt. 1 : 20. Inasmuch as he

has not left the Scriptures in their natural

sense, but has garbled and turned them to

his own advantage; and, instead of horn of
and conceived o/he writes commenced heing,

therefore he shows thereby clearly that he
cannot prove his explanation by the Script-

ures, but merely decorates it, in semblance, I

by adducing mutilated Scriptures and
palms them ofi" as true.

Secondly, I say that there is not a letter

to be found in all the Scriptures that the

Word accepted our flesh, which he so often-

times writes; or that the divine nature mi-

raculously united itself with our human
nature; or that the Son of God should have
remained unchanged and took on him the

son of Mary ; or that the Son of God should

have bestowed all his Attributes on the son
of man, and that one person was made of

two, as John Brent says; or that the son of

man should be the chosen Son of God, as

Pomeranus says; or that the Word, the

Son, should have taken on him a perfect

man of the flesh of Mary ; or that the blood
of Mary was concreted in her womb, as the

servants of the barbarous churches of Lon-
don say; or that he put on our flesh; or

that he should have dwelt therein ; or that

he was flesh of our flesh; or that our flesh

should sit at the right hand of the Father

—

therefore I say that they are wrong in all

particulars, yea more, that they are anath-

ematized. For they ai*e a strange gospel

and new doctrine which is not derived from
the Spirit and word of God, but is invented

of flesh and blood. Gal. 1 : 8.

Thirdly, I say that his explanation is in-

consistent in every particular. For he says,

The word commenced heing man, and also,

that it dwelt in our flesh. If ithecamevaan,

as it truly did, as the testimony of John,
when not adulterated, clearly shows—how
could it then, yet dwell in the flesh of man?
For to commence being a house and to

dwell in a house, are widely diff'erent. This

all reasonable people must admit.

Fourthly, I say that this explanation of

his is inconsistent in itself. For if the word
commenced heing man. tlien it did not re-

main unchanged in its first state. But if it

remained unchanged, then it did not com-

mence heing man, but it commenced taking

on a man of our flesh and thus it com-
menced to dwell in one of our flesh, let him
turn the matter as he pleases. Therefore I

will not let John A'Lasco be the expounder,
but will let the faithful and plain John him-
self explain his own words. He writes,

"That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen with

our eyes, which we have looked upon, and
our hands have handled, of the Word of

Life, for the life was manifested, and we
have seen it," 1 John 1: 1, 2.

Inasmuch as his explanation is incon-

sistent in itself, and is both contrary to

nature and the Scriptures ; and inasmuch as

John shows me such a plain foundation—
therefore I will not establish my foundation
and faith on such uncertain, dark and col-

ored flatterings, but I will establish them on
the certain, clear and undeceivable testimo-

ny of John; for I know that his testimony
is true, yea, that it is the unbroken truth

and pure word of God. ,

Fifthly, I say that his explanation of the

verb hdbitavit, that is, has dwelt, is false,

for he says and claims that the Word and
our flesh, or the son of Maiy, taken on by
the Word, are one person and one Christ;

and here he claims that the Word, which is

the Son of God, has taken its abode in our

flesh, and refers to Xenophon. From which
one or the other must follow, either that Xen-
ophon and his domicil are one being and
thing, the same as the Son of God and the

son of Mary (understand, according to his

explanation) are one person and Christ

—

or, if Xenophon and his domicil are two
separate things, as they really are, that



THE CONFUTATION. ITS-

then, also, tlie Son of God and the son of

Mary, in whom God's Son should have
dwelt, according to his explanation, are two
separate persons and Christs; for, the one

who dwells in a house and the house are

two different things, is too self-evident to

be denied.

Further I say, that his explanation of the

verb habitamt is not at all founded in fact.

For the evangelist uses the verb to dwell in

the perfect tense, and says. Has dwelt;

from which it is evident that John does not

here speak of dwelling in our flesh, but of

his dwelling among men, as all intelligent

;

translators have rendered it. For if he

should have spoken it with such a meaning
as John A'Lasco explains it, then he would

|

have said dicell, in the present tense, or we
must acknowledge that the word did not

dwell in the man Christ longer than while

he walked here on earth, which to my un-

derstanding, would be a gross abomination
and a great error.

Sixthly, I say that the explanation can

not be maintained in any manner; for the

whole Scriptures in regard to Christ would
contradict themselves. There would be two
persons and sons in Christ—a sinful and
death-giiilty Messiah—the father no true

father, the mother no true mother, and the

son no true son. The prophets, Gabriel,

the angel of the Lord, Christ Jesus, John
and Paul, would all be false witnesses, as

has been previously heard.

Lastly, I say as before, that John wrote

his gospel and testimony of Christ, the Son
of God, in a very contentious time. If he

had not meant just as he wrote, but if he

had written it in such a confused and strange

sense as John A'Lasco explains it—then

he would not have abated the dispute there-

by, but would rather have given new energy

thereto.

O no. John has simply, clearly and
plainly given his testimony, foundation

and faith concerning Christ Jesus, the Son
of God, and our only and eternal Messiah,

and has testified, without duplicity, that

the Word of God, which was from the be-

ginning, became flesh, and that this same :

incarnated AVord has dwelt amongst us.

But he did not write a syllable that he ac-
}

cepted OUT flesh, or that he dwelt in a man
|

of the flesh of Mary, as, alas, John A'Lasco,
by his human wisdom obscures his simple,

plain word and clear testimony, mutilates

and controverts it.

Inasmuch as he, in his defense and ex-

planation, has so frightfully broken the

Scripture, and has so indiscreetly varied
from the truth, as you may plainly see from
the cited extracts—therefore I felt con-

strained by the pure love to God and your
souls, to discover unto you his great mis-
understanding and gross errors; that the
glory of the Lord may be maintained and
that you may be led to the right, ti'ue con-

fession of your God and of his beloved Son
Jesus Christ.

But I am grieved to mention his name in

such a connection, and that I must publish
his errors, although he has given me an ill

reputation and hateful name with many by
his writing. I commend him to the Lord.
Perhaps he thinks that he has thereby done
rightly. Whatever I do, I do for con-

science' sake, to the glory of my Lord and
Savior, Christ; for his glory I love far more
than the honor of all creatures—and him I

must seek with all my strength, even at the

cost of my life.

I am sure that if John A'Lasco seeks the

praise of God more than his own; if he
loves his neighbor as the Scriptures require,

and sincerely seeks after truth, he will not be
angry with me, but will love and thank me,
for not excusing him in this regard, but faith-

fully showing him his errors, for maintain-

ing my faith and doctrine according to the

truth, for warning my fellow-men against

corruption, and most of all for protecting

and defending by the word of my Lord, my
Lord's glory and great name, as much as

is in my power, according to the testimony

of the Scripture and my conscience. But if

it be considered oflensive in me, as I fear it

will be, then I must commend it to the Lord
who, iu his great love, has, to this hour,

stood by me in all my needs, with his pa-

ternal faithfulness, and who has so gra-

ciously succored me in all vaj temptations.

Behold, dear reader, here you may see

how far we differ with our opponents in

the confession, doctrine and faith of Christ,

the Son of God. Now judge, if you fear
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God, wliicli of the two parties lias tlie strong-

est Scriptures and foundation.

If you would liave the Scriptures, which

they call contradicting in this respect, right-

ly explained, then you must let go of the

foundation of our opponents and cling to

ours. For it can never, never be explained

by divine truth in the meaning which they

attach to them. For every intelligent per-

son who will not wilfully combat the plain

truth and reject the Holy Spirit, must ac-

knowledge that from their doctrine it fol-

lows that the Lord, Christ, must be an un-

clean, sinful, accursed, condemned and
death guilty Christ: that there are two per-

sons in Christ, the one divine, the other hu-

man; two sons—the one the Son of God
without mother, the other the son of IMary,

or the son of man without father ; not God's

first begotten and only^ own Son, but the

son of the unclean flesh of Adam, died for

us. Besides, all the prophets, Christ, and
the apostles must be false witnesses ; this is

too plain to injure by any writing, or dissi-

pate by flattery.

But whosoever rightly understands our

foundation, and confines his reasoning

within the limits of the word of God—who
believes the testimony of John, to which he

testifies in his first chapter, concerning the

incarnation, as just and true, and does not

injure it; who attributes nothing more to

Mary, the mother of our Lord, than what is

attributed to a true mother in Gen. 1, and
who leaves God, the Father, a true father

of his Son, Christ; Mary a true mother, and
Christ a true Son, both of his Father and
mother; to him all the Scriptures in this re-

spect are plain. He does not require the

flattery of any one; for there is not a sen-

tence in all the Scriptures which contradict

him; he has an undivided, clean and inno-

cent Christ; the Son of God, and the son of

Mary; an only person, of all of which I

trust, you have been fully convinced in the

foregoing synopsis founded on the power
of the Scriptures ; and which, by the grace

of God, you will see by the following brief

collection of references.

The eternal AVord of God, by which all

things were created, John 1 ; which is the First

and the Last, Rev. 1:8; which, in due time,

in the city of Nazareth, according to the

providence of God, 1 Pet. 1 : 20, according to

the will of God, Eph. 1: 4, according to the

promise of God, Gen. 3: 15, through the

Holy Ghost, was conceived in the virgin

Mary, who knew no man, Luke 1 : 27, 28;

Matt. 1; Jn. 1 : 14. According to which
flesh conceived in Mary, through the Holy
Ghost, of the eternal Word of the eternal

Father, he, in due time, was born of the

seed or generation of David, Acts 2: 13;

Rom. 1:4, of a woman, Gen. 3:15; Gal.

4: 4, of the virgin Mary, Matt. 1: 21; Luke
2: 21, in Bethlehem, an only begotten Son
of God, Jn. 3: 16; 4: 9; 5: 13; Rom. 8: 32;

according to the promise and the genera-

tion of the mother, also, of Abraham, of

David and of the seed of the woman, fruit,

and son, Gen. 3 : 15 ; Matt. 1 : 21 : Luke 1 : 31

;

a Savior of the world, Luke 2: 11; the Lord
himself from heaven, 1 Cor. 15 : 47; the

bread which came down from heaven, Jn.

6:58; Immanuel, Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23;

the mighty Prince, Isa. 9:6; our God, Isa.

40: 9. The Lord Our Righteousness, Jer.

23: 6; 33: 15.

Behold, faithful reader, here you have
our proper foundation, doctrine and confes-

sion of Christ, the Son of God; how he is

become flesh in Maiy, and how he came
into the world, as we, before our God, be-

lieve and teach our brethren. And we
would hereby pray and faithfully admon-
ish every one, gratefully to accept this no-

ble and precious Son of God, with a
sincere desire to hear, love, and serve

him in gladness of heart, and faithfully

follow in his footsteps; walk unblamably
in his word and ways; fi'eely promulgate
his honor and praise, glorify his holy name,
and humbly and obediently bend their

hearts before his majestj^, since the merci-

ful Father has shown us such great love as

to give us, poor, misei-able sinners, his

:
only, eternal and beloved Son; for he it is

i
who has victoriously led us poor childi-en,

I

through the merits of his precious blood and
{

bitter death, according to the gracious res-

olution, counsel, will and pvu-pose of God,

j

his heavenly Father, from the kingdom of
' hell and from eternal death into the glorious

kingdom of his divine honor and eternal

peace. Eternal praise be to his illustrious,

wonderful, high and glorious name, Amen.
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Christ says, "This is eternal life, that

they might know thee, the only true God,

and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent,"

John 17: 3. At another place he says, "If

ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in

yom- sins," John 8: 24. John also says,

"Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the

Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he

in God," 1 John 4: 15. Again, "Who is a

liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the

Christ ? He is anti-christ, that denieth the

the Father and the Son. Whosoever de-

nieth the Son, the same hath not the Fa-

ther," 1 John 2: 22, 23.

O, that our opponents would rightly take

to heart these and the like Scriptures, and
would learn to know who and what the Son
of God is, and from whence he came, then

they might yet be delivered from the chains

of the deceiver and be led into the light of

the true doctrine. But so long as they do
not confess Christ it will always be wran-

gling and disputation, changing falsehood

into truth and truth into falsehood. Yea
they will be so estranged and blinded that

all those who, with the angel Gabriel, with

the eternal Father, with John the baptist,

with Peter, Paul, Martha, Christ, and with

tlie whole Scriptures, confess Christ Jesus

as the true Son of the true and living God,
must, alas, be called by them, deceivers and
heretics. O, dear Lord, how long wiU this

great abomination continue

!

O, that they might yet awaken in time

while it is yet to-day, and that they could

give just praise unto Christ ! Could they

see their accursed hypocrisy, idolatry, the

lamentable deceit of the poor and misera-

ble people, and the ignorant, reckless life

of the wicked world, that they could re-

nounce and quit it, what a blessing it would
be to their poor souls ! But I fear that so

long as the spiritual Antioch complacently
stretches the idle life, and Jezebel sets the

delicious tables, the accursed Moaz will re-

tain his sway; and that the world will not

be in want of false teachers and deceivers.

59

Kind reader, ponder well what I write.

I warn you in faithful love, watch, look
and observe well what you believe and what
you uphold; for your preachers deceive

you. AVatch and pray; the day is at hand,
yea, at hand, that we must all stand before

the impartial judgment seat of our God,
who judges without respect of person, and
will reward every one according to his

works, be he emperor or king, doctor or

licentiate, rich or poor, man or woman.
In short, this is my reply to the defence

of John A'Lasco. With this I mil not only
appear on earth, before man, but also, in

the day of my Lord Christ. According to

the word of his promise, will I, by his grace,

appear before the eyes of his majesty.

If you are of reasonable disposition and
not blinded by the spirit of the envious
partisans, or led away by bitter zeal, then

judge between us and our opponents; who
of us most glorilies Christ Jesus, the Son of

the true and living God; who has most
wholesomely adduced the Scriptures; and
who has broken and turned them to suit

his own professions. But beware of judg-

ing according to the iiesh; but judge in

purity of heart, even as if before your God,
according to truth.

From my inuei-most soul I wish you a
true and unfeigned faith, a true confession

of God and Christ, the unction and love of

I

God, a pious, penitent, cheerful heart, an
' unblamable, christian life, and a true un-

derstanding and a good judgment. Amen.
Observe: "For God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in him should not per-

ish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him
might be saved; he that believeth on him is

not condemned; but he that believeth not

is condemned already; because he hath not

believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God," Jn. 3: 16,17.

MENNO SIMON.
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